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We’re off 

stuffing stockings 

—and stuff.

We’ll see you Friday.

 tom 
bomb?
 pages 26-27

Will it be a 
merry Cruisemas 
for the ‘Valkyrie’ 
star, or is WWII film 
a ticking ... 
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34 9
TODAY’S 
FORECAST

More of the white 

stuff this morning.

SAT.

39
24
Chance 
of rain

SUN.

33
21
Some 
clouds

To dine
Beat the cold 

without resorting 

to a diet of ramen 

and canned soup 

with diningin.

com. The site 

offers delivery 

from P.F. Chang’s, 

Maggiano’s 

and dozens of 

other Chicago 

restaurants.

To greet
Show off your Chicago love and knowledge 

by volunteering to take visitors on two- 

to four-hour tours of different sites and 

neighborhoods at chicagogreeter.com.

To design
Pick out T-shirt styles, colors, images 

and text and create your own design at 

thattshirtsite.com.

To play
Save 20 percent or more on Lucky Brand 

items depending on your skill at keeping 

a digital elf on bucking reindeer at 

luckybuckoff.com.

» Got some ideas for 2do? E-mail 

redeye2do@hotmail.com.

THU.

24
22
A cold, 
cloudy 
Xmas

FRI.

40
37
Mild 
and 
rainy

2do

WHAT’S THE DEAL?

Super 
tweet
Here’s a Web site to chirp 

about: cheaptweet.com. 

The site is a collection point 

for hot deals, coupons and 

other bargains that arrive via 

Twitter. 

Follow the deals at 

twitter.com/cheaptweet, 

or visit cheaptweet.

com to vote on the value 

of individually tweeted 

savings. And when you’re 

done hunting for half-offs, 

come find RedEye at twitter.

com/redeyechicago 

for some free news and 

entertainment. Now that’s a 

bargain! 

» Got a deal 

that you 

want to see 

in RedEye? 

E-mail 

ritaredeye@

tribune.com.

Write a 
song for 
G-Rod
Last week, while out jogging, Gov. Blagojevich told a Tribune reporter he 

runs because “it keeps love in your heart.”

RedEye saw those words and instantly thought song.

So let’s make it into one.

Here’s our challenge to Chicago’s aspiring songwriters: Take the lyric 

“Keep Love In Your Heart” and create a song using it. It can be the title, or 

just part of a verse, but it must be included in an original song—any kind of 

song—about Blagojevich.

Every song will be posted at redeyechicago.com. Our staff will choose 

finalists and a winner. 

This isn’t a contest to write new lyrics to an existing song. We want 

you create an original song. And the winner will perform the song live on the 

WGN Midday News. That’s live!

The deadline is Jan. 5. Please e-mail complete songs to blagolove@

yahoo.com. Send questions to skleinberg@tribune.com.
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Acne Treatments
Age Management
BOTOX® Cosmetic
Chemical Peels
FotoFacial
Juvéderm™
Laser Body Sculpting
Laser Hair Removal
Laser Skin Tightening
Microdermabrasion
Restylane®
Skin Rejuvenation
Skin Resurfacing
Spider Vein Treatment
Stretch Mark Reduction
Tattoo Removal
Wellness
Weight Management

Contact Us Today for a Free Consultation | 888.281.8488 | Interest FREE Financing

LipoDissolve Packages 50% OFF
•Reduce inches and restore your youthful appearance today, with no surgery & no downtime!
•Considered one of the most successful alternatives to liposuction at only a fraction of the cost.
•Up to 80% better results than normal LipoDissolve with our trademarked LipoDissolve AT treatment.

SmartLipo $500 OFF
•SmartLipo is the first laser-assisted liposuction procedure and is approved by the FDA!
•Uses the latest advancements in cosmetic surgery technology.
•Almost all areas of the body can be treated with little to no downtime!
•This treatment is safe, quick & cost-effective! Also great for skin tightening!

Get a FREE $100 gift card
*with a purchase of $500 or more

Look Your Thinnest for the Holidays!

Lakeview • Lincoln Park • Naperville • Oak Brook • Schaumburg • Skokie • Wicker Park

n u um e d s p a . c o m |   n u u u n l i m i t e d . c o m
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newsflash

The total 
package
He’s got the looks, the smarts, the power—

could Barack Obama be our nation’s most 

complete celebrity? RedEye examines his 

qualifications.

Associated Press

Forget Barack Obama’s staff making contact 
with a governor charged with corruption. 
What’s got everyone talking is the president-
elect’s fine first form.

“FIT FOR OFFICE: Buff Bam is Hawaii 
hunk,” the New York Post gushed on its cover 
Tuesday above a photo of the future president 
strolling without a shirt in Hawaii. The Drudge 
Report called him “President Beefcake,” while 
TMZ said the president-elect is “still humble 
enough to do laundry—ON HIS ABS!”

The photos were distributed by Bauer-
Griffin, a photo agency more typically found 
on the corners of Hollywood. Photographer 
Chris Behnke simply strolled along the beach 
to get the shot, said agency co-owner Frank 
Griffin.

Obama “wasn’t hiding. He was completely 
out in the open,” Griffin said. “We didn’t by 
any stretch of the imagination expect to get 
the images we got.”

Members of the press corps traveling with 
Obama have been careful to respect his pri-
vacy. A spokesman traveling with Obama in 
Hawaii did not have immediate comment.

Obama’s physique already has been well-
exposed; photographers snapped him body 
surfing in Hawaii during the campaign. He 
was on the November cover of Men’s Health 
and detailed his workouts for the magazine: 
45 minutes, six days a week, alternating 
between weights and cardio.

Combine increasing hunger for celebrity 
photos with a chiseled presidential body, 

and Obama becomes an obvious target for 
paparazzi. Apparently Obama Girl isn’t the 
only one with a crush.

“Comments have been 95 percent positive, 
everything from ‘helllooo president’ to a 65-
year-old lady who said she had to wait this 
long to find a president who she finds attrac-
tive,” Griffin said.

Griffin has submitted his photo agency 
for credentials for Obama’s inauguration on 

Jan. 20. He said it’s too soon to estimate how 
much Bauer-Griffin will earn from the beach 
photos “within tens of thousands or hundreds 
of thousands.”

“I have a feeling that the president-elect 
kind of accepts this, that it goes with the ter-
ritory,” Griffin said. “He’s become a celebrity. 
I think the pictures humanize him and show 
that he’s just like the rest of us.”

Only with tighter abs.

Beefcake-elect
Policy, schmolicy—
America’s talking about 
Obama’s smokin’ bod

Associated Press

ATLANTA When airlines started charging 
some passengers $15 or more earlier this year 
to check their bags, they blamed soaring fuel 
costs. Since then, oil has plummeted. Yet the 
industry hasn’t stowed away the bag fees.

Many of us still are paying to fly with a suit-
case that doesn’t squeeze into the overhead 
bin or under the seat.

The reason is simple: Airlines still are los-
ing money, though now largely because of the 
recession instead of oil.

And don’t expect the fee to disappear even 
when the economy rebounds. Airlines are 
finding the fees to be a reliable source of rev-
enue and say that such charges allow passen-
gers to choose only the services they want.

Passengers, meanwhile, are paying up 
and grumbling. Many are being socked, on 
average, $15 for the first bag and $25 for the 
second.

“I think it’s unfair and I think it’s highway 
robbery,” said Benjamin Johnson, a 38-year-
old government employee, as he headed from 

Atlanta to Orlando.
For the airlines, the bag fees, on top of 

charges for other once-free amenities, add 
up to much-needed revenue. The industry is 
expected to lose $4 billion for 2008, exclud-
ing one-time items, despite the plunge in the 
price of a barrel of oil from $147 in July to 
around $40 this week, said Calyon Securities 
airline analyst Ray Neidl.

Airlines now say they are being hurt by the 
recession, which has caused demand for seats 
to drop. The International Air Transport 

Association said global passenger traffic 
declined 1.3 percent in October from a year 
earlier.

An October poll of frequent travelers 
found that half prefer a lower ticket price 
in exchange for a la carte pricing for food, 
beverages, headphones and blankets. But 
the same survey, conducted for IBM, found 
that 82 percent described the baggage fees as 
a “rip-off.” By comparison, only 45 percent 
viewed food and nonalcoholic drinks that 
way.

Baggage fees? You’re stuck with ’em

» Looks great without a shirt on
Celebrity match: Matthew McConaughey

(See also: Jennifer Aniston)

» Smile lights 
up a room
Celebrity 

match: Rosario 

Dawson

» Vowed to quit 
smoking
Celebrity match: 

Ben Affleck

Has adorable 
offspring
Celebrity match: 

Gwen Stefani and 

Gavin Rossdale

» Is now associated 
with the term 
“beefcake”
Celebrity match: 

Eric Cartman

President-elect Obama 

—and his hot bod—was 

snapped by photogra-

phers in August while 

bodysurfing in Honolulu. 
AP FILE
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hey, cta
Have something 
to say about 
public transit in 
Chicago? Send 
your ideas and 
opinions to 
goingpublic@
tribune.com.

CONTACT US 

Letter to the editor: ritaredeye@tribune.com 

Newsroom: 312-222-4970  Advertising: 312-222-3886 

Classifieds: 312-222-2444  Home Delivery: 1-800-TRIBUNE 

Circulation: redservice@tribune.com 

A SIB OF THE TRIB

RedEye, a Chicago Tribune publication, is published six days a week, except on certain holidays. 

Unsolicited manuscripts, articles, letters and pictures sent to the Chicago Tribune are sent at the owner’s risk. 

Copyright ©2008 Chicago Tribune Company.   All rights reserved as to the entire content.   Not for resale. 

redeyechicago.com

General Manager: 

Brad Moore 

Editor: Tran Ha

Ad Director: 

Lisa Schmitz

publication
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Naughty, nice:
That’s the CTA
Happy holidays, CTA! On Tuesday, “Going Public” 

columnist Kyra Kyles suggested gifts that riders can give 

the transit agency, including support in Springfield and 

litter-free facilities. But it’s a new day, and we’re switching 

to CTA Festivus. Time for the airing of the Going Public 

grievances in addition to feel-good CTA stories. 

Waiting game
My mother and I waited for the No. 3-King drive bus [Dec. 16] for 
one hour and 20 minutes. She had just come back from the doctor’s 
office. We waited and waited for the bus and it never came. I know 
it was a snow storm, but we weren’t the only ones who had to wait 
that long. Where was the supervisor to tell the people what was 
going on? I told my mother let’s get on a [No. 4-Cottage Grove] bus 
because seven of them passed us before we finally gave up on the 
[No. 3] bus. I love the CTA, but yesterday made me understand 
why people are angry with the bus fare going up. 

—AZELL EDWARDS, 35, WOODLAWN

Yay, CTA!
I have done my share of complaining, but [I] wanted to compliment 
the CTA for getting me home safe and quick during the [Dec. 16] 
night snowstorm. I take the Brown Line from State and Lake to 
Belmont and then catch the No. 22-Clark bus. Again, both lines got 
me home safe and quick. Great job, CTA!

—PHIL AMATO, 44, LAKEVIEW

Blame da mayor?
CTA ridership and revenues way up. Big fare increases scheduled. 
Horrible lack of snow and ice removal on steps, platforms and at 
bus stops. CTA workers—especially at train stations—standing 
around with absolutely nothing to do. Thousands of Chicagoans out 
of work, desperate for any jobs. Something is very wrong with this 
picture. Don’t pin this on free rides for seniors. It’s the fault of poor 
management, some lazy workers and the mayor.

—JAY SEBASTIAN, 55, BRIDGEPORT

Impressive operator
I remember being on the No. 95W-West 95th coming from 
Evergreen Plaza. It started as a typical bus ride until, as I paid more 
attention, I noticed [the bus operator] was greeting everyone who 
came onto the bus. I feel that people are quick to call in about some 
bad experience they’ve had riding the CTA and maybe rightfully so, 
just don’t neglect to call about those great operators who do their 
job well or the ones who work on Christmas (without an attitude) 
and take you where you need to go and have to put up with passen-
gers who snap at the operator for being late when it’s not their fault.

—LAWERENCE CADE, 26, AUBURN-GRESHAM

LOST AND 

FOUND BOX

I lost my 

passport on the 

northbound Blue 

Line between 

Addison and 

Irving Park on 

[Dec. 19].
—MCCAMIE COLE, 

32, UPTOWN

>> Have you lost or 

found something 

along the CTA? 

Send an e-mail to 

goingpublic@

tribune.com and 

we’ll try to help a 

rider out.
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 OSINGE     & SONS  R OOFING
  CONSTRUCTION &

 ROOF LEAK ROOF LEAK ROOF LEAK SPECIAL SPECIAL SPECIAL $ 199 00 $ 199 00 $ 199 00

 Specializing In:

 Kitchen & Baths • Porches & Decks

 • Seamless Gutters • Electrical

 • Carpentry • Garage Doors

 • Entry Doors • Basements • Tear-Offs

 • Flat & Rubber Roots • Shingles

 • Dormers • Vinyl Sidings

 • Soffit & Fascia FREE  ESTIMATES FREE  ESTIMATES FREE  ESTIMATES
 (312) 301-0019

 SERVING THE ENTIRE CHICAGOLAND AREA & VICINITY
 Bucktown •  2148 N. Damen Avenue  (773) 235-3784
 The Loop •  105 W. Madison Street  (312) 368-3270

 Beverly •  2059 W. 95th Street  (773) 238-5842

 FruitFlowers.com/chicago

 FruitFlowers ™  bouquets are ideal 
 for holiday entertaining and they 
 make unique centerpieces or 
 gifts for friends and clients! 
 Visit FruitFlowers.com for 
 all of our holiday bouquets.

 Sleigh Bells™

 Dazzling 
 Tulips & 
 Daisies™

 Merry 
 Sweet 
 Temptation™ 

 $5.00 off
 when you mention RedEye
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www.ShermanRedEyeDeals.com
Lifetime Powertrain Warranty – See dealer for a copy of the limited powertrain warranty and details. Non-Transferable. Not available on SRT, diesel vehicles, Sprinter, Ram Chassis, and certain fleet vehicles, on purchases beginning 7/26/07. **All prices plus tax, title, license & $150
doc. fee. All applicable rebates and incentives applied. ^^Savings based on previous sales of similar model vehicles. *0% APR financing for 72 mos or Rebates available on select new Dodge models to well qualified buyers with approved credit. Must finance thru Chrysler Financial.
0%x72: $13.88/$1000 borrowed. See dealer for details. †MPG based on highway miles, Sprinter based on a diesel engine. ^Vehicle payments @ 6.29% APR for 72 months plus tax, title license & $150 doc fee with $500 down. All applicable rebates and incentives applied.
++Savings based on MSRP, MSRP may not reflect actual selling price. Dealer not liable for typographical errors in this ad. See dealer for terms and conditions. Financing subject to credit approval and insurability. Some may not qualify. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle.

On the corner of Cicero & Howard
7601 N. Cicero Ave.Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am - 9pm Extended Hours Sat. 8:30am - 7pm • Service and Part Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6am - 7pm Sat. 8am - 12pm

WE SPEAK POLISH,
SPANISH, RUSSIAN, YIDDISH,

GREEK & ENGLISH!

SHERMAN PHONE NUMBERS

SALES
877-906-6005

SERVICE
877-906-6006

PARTS
877-906-6007877-906-6008

CREDIT
CHALLENGED?

GOOD CREDIT? - BAD CREDIT? CALL NOW 877-906-6008

YOUR     BUSINESSLINK
®

DEALER

CALL WALTER

NEW 2008 DODGE

CHARGER

• Tire Pressure Monitoring System • Tinted Glass 
• Front And Rear Climate Control Outlets • Advanced

Multi-stage Airbags • 4 Wheel Independent Suspension 
• Power Accessory Delay • Speed Control 

• Speed Sensitive Power Locks • Stk#8387

26
MPG†

10 AT THIS
PRICE

42AVAILABLE

NEW 2008 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
TOURING

25
MPG†

• Automatic • 3.8L V-6 • Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors • Air • Family Value Group 

• Overhead Storage System • Stow n’ Go • Rear Air/Heat Control • Tinted Windows

• AM/FM/CD Player • Aluminum Wheels • Stk#P101

3 AT THIS
PRICE 19AVAILABLE

NEW 2008 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE
LAREDO 4X4
• Auto • Electronic Stability Control • Traction Control • 17" Alum. Wheels • Pwr Mnrf • Tire Pressure Monitoring Display • Steering

Wheel Mounted Audio Controls • Supplemental Side Curtain Front & Rear Air Bags • Pwr Heated Fold-Away Mirrors with Memory 
• Pwr Snrf • Remote Keyless Entry • AC w/Dual Zone Auto Temp Control • Rain-Sensitive Windshield • Tilt/Telescope Steering Column

• ParkSense Rear Park Assist System • ParkView Rear Back-up Camera • Power Adjustable Pedals w/Memory • Stk#P105

21
MPG†

$21,530
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$365 2AT THIS
PRICE

13AVAILABLE

NEW 2008 CHRYSLER

300

26
MPG†

4 AT THIS
PRICE

16 AVAILABLE

• Automatic • Power Sunroof 
• Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors • Navigation 

• AM/FM/CD Player • Protection Group Package 
• Remote Keyless Entry • Tire Pressure Monitoring Syst.

• 18 Gallon Fuel Tank 
• Stk#P102

MSRP: $32,530

NEW 2008 JEEP

COMPASS

25
MPG†

2 AT THIS
PRICE

8 AVAILABLE

• 17" Alum. Sparkle Silver Wheels, All Season Touring Tires 
• Tire Pressure Monitoring Syst. • Prem. Cloth Bucket Seats 

• Front-Passenger Fold-Flat Seat Back  • AM/FM Stereo Radio
w/In Dash CD Player/MP3 Capability • 4 Speakers 

• Remote Keyless Entry • Tilt Steering • Theft Deterrent System 
• Rear Window Defroster • Tint Glass  • Stk#P104

SAVE
$10,000
OFF
MSRP

++

BUY FOR:

NEW 2008 JEEP

PATRIOT

• 16" Styled Steel Wheels • Tire Pressure Monitoring System • Premium cloth bucket Seats • AM/FM Stereo Radio w/In
Dash CD Player/MP3 Capability • 6 Speakers • Remote Keyless Entry • Tilt Steering • Theft Deterrent System • Rear

Window Defroster • Tint Glass • Speed Control • Anti-Lock Brakes • Stk#P106

28
MPG†

$14,997
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$239 3AT THIS
PRICE

16AVAILABLE

MSRP: $20,615

BUY FOR:

NEW 2008 CHRYSLER

PT CRUISER

• Air, Removable Rear Seat • AM/FM/CD Player • Tilt Steering Wheel • Rear Wiper 
• Tire Pressure Monitoring System • Halogen Headlamps • Tinted Glass • Cloth Bucket Seats • Stk#P103

26
MPG†

$12,987
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$205 4AT THIS
PRICE

17AVAILABLE

MSRP: $17,510

BUY FOR:

NEW 2008 DODGE

AVENGER

• Auto • Air • 16” Wheels • AM/FM/CD/MP3 • Security System  • Keyless Entry  • Rear 60/40 Folding Seats
• Advanced Multi-Stage Airbags • Cruise • PW/PL • PWR Mirrors • Tilt/Telescopic Steering Wheel • Tinted Glass

• Rear Defrost • Pwr Trunk Release • Int. Wipers • Tire Pressure Monitoring Syst. • Stk#8431

30
MPG†

$14,992
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$239
/MO^

5AT THIS
PRICE

31AVAILABLE

MSRP: $19,630

BUY FOR:

NEW 2008 JEEP

WRANGLER
4X4

•Automatic • 16" Styled Steel Wheels • Tire Pressure Monitoring Warning Signal • Traction Control 
• AM/FM Stereo Radio w/In Dash CD Player/MP3 Capability • 6 Speakers • Vinyl Seats with Adjustable Head Restraints 

• Full Size Spare Tire • Stk#P107

19
MPG†

$17,997
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$289 4AT THIS
PRICE

12AVAILABLE

MSRP: $24,455

BUY FOR:

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

$15,777
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$249

MSRP: $22,490

BUY FOR:

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

$21,997
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$369MSRP: $30,585

BUY FOR:

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

NEW 2009 DODGE

JOURNEY

• 2.4L 4Cyl. • 4Speed VLP Transmission • Anti-Lock Brakes • PW/PL • Traction Control • Telescopic Tilt Wheel • Century Key
Alarm System • Advanced Multi-Stage Airbags • Air Conditioning • Pwr Heated Mirrors • Tire Pressure Monitoring System 

• 6 Speakers • Tinted Glass • Bucket Seats • Illuminated Cup Holders • Rear Window Defroster • Stk#0058

25
MPG†

$14,998
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$239
/MO^

3AT THIS
PRICE

29AVAILABLE

MSRP: $20,285

BUY FOR:

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

5 STAR CRASH TEST

RATED BY THE NHTSA

NEW 2008 DODGE

NITRO

• 3.7L • 4 Speakers • Advanced Multi-Stage Front Airbags
• Supplemental Side Curtain Airbags • Tinted Glass • Fog
Lamps • ABS • Rear 60/40 Seating • Premium Floor Mats

• V6 • Remote Keyless Entry • Int. Wipers • Premium
Bucket Seats • Tire Pressure Monitor System • Air

Conditioning • Stk#7490

22
MPG†

7 AT THIS
PRICE

28AVAILABLE

$13,593
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$209

MSRP: $20,285

BUY FOR:

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

NEW 2009 DODGE

CHALLENGER
25
MPG†

4 AT THIS
PRICE

12 AVAILABLE

$21,190
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$339
BUY FOR:

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

IN STOCK!

$15,499
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$249

MSRP: $21,280

BUY FOR:

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

$18,597
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$299

MSRP: $28,440

BUY FOR:

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

NEW 2008 DODGE

GRAND
CARAVAN
SE 26

MPG†

• 3.3L OHV Engine • Rear Window Defroster • Advanced Multi -Stage Airbags 
• 4 Speakers • Power Windows • Power Locks • Int. Windshield Wipers • Tilt • 20
Gallon Tank • Tire Pressure Monitoring System • AM/FM/CD/MP3 • Bucket Seats •
7Passenger Seating • Sunscreen Glass • Floor Mats • Luggage Rack • Stk#P8226

5 AT THIS
PRICE 72AVAILABLE

$15,986
**

OR

BUY
FOR
ONLY:

$259MSRP: $23,005

BUY FOR:

/MO^

W/ONLY

DOWN

$500

SPECIAL OFFER!
NO CHARGE 

DVD PLAYER!

700 VEHICLES AVAILABLE!

If you are a WalMart Employee or AARP Member, you are entitled to ADDITIONAL CHRYSLER REBATES & SPECIAL SHERMAN PRICING.
For information call Janelle at 877-906-6001

$10,000$500-

IN REBATES AVAILABLE*
72MOS

ON SELECT NEW MODELS*
O%

X OR
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chicago

Chicago Tribune

About 450 Amtrak 
passengers were 
stranded at Union 
Station for nearly a 
day—first in a cold 
waiting room, then 
on the train with-
out food, water or, 
at times, functioning 
restrooms, passen-
gers said.

The Empire Builder 
train headed to the 
Pacific Northwest, 
with stops in Portland, 
Ore., and Seattle, was 
scheduled to leave at 
2:15 p.m. Monday but 
finally departed about 
1:22 p.m. Tuesday.

Amtrak issued 
a statement early Tuesday afternoon that 
blamed the situation on “severe weather” 
that has caused “rail infrastructure and railcar 
issues, affecting deployment cycles for equip-
ment and train crews.”

The Empire Builder will operate only as far 
as St. Paul Amtrak said, adding: “No alternate 
transportation is available.”

An eastbound train also was delayed more 
than half a day. Train No. 48, bound for New 
York state, was delayed 15 hours and 48 min-
utes, according to Amtrak. It finally pulled out 
of Union Station around 1:49 p.m. Tuesday.

“They just keep giving us all of these excus-
es. Excuse after excuse after excuse,”  Beth 
Kelly, 29, of Lima, Ohio, said Tuesday. She 
had been en route to Canada by way of 
Minot, N.D.

The “excuses” have included engine prob-
lems and that no conductor was available for 
the train, Kelly said.

In a morning update with disgruntled and 
angry passengers on the train, an Amtrak 
employee said, “If there’s a rebellion here, 
I’m with you.” 

Kelly said she arrived at Union Station at 
3:15 p.m. after a three-hour delay on a previ-
ous train, and passengers were not allowed to 
board until about 4:20 a.m. Tuesday.

She said passengers were wearing hats and 
gloves until they were allowed to board the 

train Tuesday morning because the terminals 
were so cold, and they slept on linoleum floors 
in a packed, “standing-room-only” space.

“There were a lot of elderly people. There 
were a lot of children,” she said of the wait-
ing room. “They weren’t passing out blankets. 
They weren’t passing out bottles of water.”

Kelly said the passengers were courteous 
and the sleep-deprived children behaved. 
People shared cell phones, allowed others 
to sit in their seats and even passed out 
snacks, she said. The staff on the train was 
“doing a great job” under the circumstances, 

Kelly said.
On the train, some passengers said there 

was an inoperable toilet and no running water 
in at least one car restroom. 

Still, about 9 a.m., Kelly said, the passengers 
were offered complimentary food—breakfast 
sandwiches and hoagies—for the first time 
during the ordeal.

Kelly said when she asked a custom-
er service employee what to do, she was 
told: “Sometimes life puts you in a situation, 
where you need to learn a lesson. I would fig-
ure out what that lesson is supposed to be.”  

Chicago records year’s 
500th homicide
When Kermit Delashment was pronounced dead Monday night, 

the death marked a dubious milestone for Chicago that the city 

has avoided since 2003—500 murders in one year. Less than 

an hour later, the milestone was passed. The death of Esteban 

Martinez, 15, bumped the grim total a notch higher. Here are 

some other figures related to crime in Chicago.

This year’s total would mark the most 

homicides in the city since then, yet 

homicides remain historically low 

compared with the last four decades.

For the first 11 months of 2008, slayings 

rose 16.4 percent over the same period in 

2007. 

Last year’s total for homicides in 

Chicago, the lowest since 1965.

2003 16.4% 443

A DAY LATE, STRANDED 
AMTRAK RIDERS DEPART

TRAPPED AT UNION STATION

WHAT 

HAPPENED

Joseph Bordman, 

CEO of Amtrak, 

said a combination 

of subzero 

temperatures, 

heavy snowfall 

in the Pacific 

Northwest and 

high winds across 

the northern tier 

of states “has 

played havoc 

with our train 

equipment, 

including frozen 

water systems 

and snow-packed 

locomotives. It has 

caused problems 

on the rail lines 

themselves.”

Passengers try to stay warm as they wait for their trains Tuesday at Union Station. Many passengers said they spent the night in the station’s 

cold waiting room with little information from Amtrak officials.  AP PHOTO
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U.S. Atty. Patrick Fitzgerald is telling a spe-
cial Illinois House committee weighing the 
impeachment of Gov. Blagojevich that his 
office won’t help the panel with witnesses 
members want to question and documents 
they want to see because it might compromise 
“an ongoing criminal investigation.”

Fitzgerald did leave open the possibility that 
the 21-member House panel could get cop-
ies of secretly recorded tapes of Blagojevich 
from the governor’s campaign office and from 

his home telephone that were the basis of 
Blagojevich’s Dec. 9 arrest.

The special House impeachment panel want-
ed documents and to question witnesses in the 
federal government’s case against Blagojevich, 
which included several pay-to-play allegations. 
Top among those was the accusation that the 
governor wanted to sell the U.S. Senate seat 
vacated by President-elect Obama.

Interviews with Obama, along with incom-
ing chief of staff Rahm Emanuel and adviser 

Valerie Jarrett, were disclosed Tuesday in an 
internal report produced for Obama on con-
tacts with Blagojevich. Obama delayed releas-
ing his report until those interviews were com-
pleted with Fitzgerald’s staff, incoming White 
House attorney Greg Craig said in the review 
he wrote for Obama.

Obama had no contact with the governor or 
his aides, the report states. Prosecutors have 
said Obama is not implicated in the case.

Emanuel was the only Obama transition 
team member who discussed the Senate 
appointment with Blagojevich, and those con-
versations were “totally appropriate and accept-
able,” Craig said Tuesday. No one on Obama’s 
transition team discussed any deals or had any 
knowledge of deals, Craig’s report said.

Blagojevich has said he is innocent.

Prosecutor won’t aid 
impeachment panel

FBI seeks 
‘Debonair Bandit’
The FBI is asking for the public’s help 

in its hunt for the “Debonair Bandit,” 

a well-dressed bank robbery suspect. 

The man is wanted in connection 

with at least four armed robberies, 

the FBI said, the most recent of 

which was Thursday at a U.S. Bank 

at 1953 N. Clybourn Ave. The suspect 

is described as 40 to 50 years old, 

5-foot-9 to 5-foot-11 and 200 pounds. 

He wears a jacket or topcoat, a fedora 

and leather gloves, and carries a 

leather attache case, the FBI said.

Abandoned baby girl 
doing well
A baby girl was reported in good 

condition at Children’s Memorial 

Hospital on Tuesday after she was 

found abandoned Monday night in 

the vestibule of a building in Uptown. 

Residents had found the baby 

covered in a blanket in the 1000 block 

of West Sunnyside Avenue, Officer 

Daniel O’Brien said. He said the child 

appeared to be 4 or 5 days old. O’Brien 

said police plan to distribute fliers 

seeking information about the baby.

2 people rob 
McDonald’s on Skyway 
The McDonald’s on the Skyway was 

robbed by two people about midnight 

Monday, police said. Two armed 

people entered the restaurant and 

demanded money from those behind 

the counter, a police spokesman said. 

After being given an undetermined 

amount of cash, the two fled, said 

Chicago Police Officer John Henry. It 

was uncertain whether the robbers 

fled on foot or via car, Henry said.

Toxic toy warning 
label bill signed
Children’s products that contain small 

amounts of lead will have to come 

with a warning label alerting parents 

about the potentially toxic substance 

under a measure signed into law 

Tuesday by Gov. Blagojevich. The 

legislation was prompted by a Tribune 

investigation that found high amounts 

of lead in 21 different toys sold in the 

Chicago area. Beginning Jan. 1, 2010, 

the labels must be attached to toys, 

jewelry and other children’s products 

that contain more than 40 parts per 

million of lead.

A messy pre-Christmas storm Tuesday delayed 
flights and made for a slippery commute across 
the Chicago area.

Forecasters, though, promised a dry 
Christmas—after another round of snow, ice 
and rain early Wednesday.

“We’re seeing quite a bit of messiness 
out there,” said National Weather Service 
meteorologist Ed Shimon, who’s been at work 
at the agency’s Lincoln office for six straight 
days. “It’s something different every day—
never a dull moment.”

A United Airlines flight from Chicago 
skidded off a taxiway at Peoria International 
Airport, but none of the 28 passengers was 
hurt.

At Chicago’s airports, steady snow and 
wind also caused problems Tuesday. More 
than 400 flights were canceled at O’Hare, and 
delays were up to 90 minutes at both O’Hare 
and Midway, which only logged a handful 

of cancellations, according to the Chicago 
Department of Aviation.

 On the roads, Illinois State Police and other 
authorities handled hundreds of accidents 
across the state Tuesday, but there were no 
reports of fatalities.

Forecasters say more snow is likely 
Wednesday. A winter weather advisory is in 
effect until 6 p.m. Wednesday. Precipitation is 
expected to mix with sleet and freezing rain 
over most areas and could turn back to snow 
before ending late Wednesday.

And with temperatures expected to break 
the 40-degree mark by Friday, plain old rain is 
in the forecast. 

Unfortunately, meteorologists say, a lot of 
rain could fall on top of the frozen ground and 
that could lead to flooding.

But remember the good news. Christmas 
Day, said Shimon, “actually doesn’t look so 
bad at all.”

Storm rips through region

A man who lost control of his car early 
Tuesday on a Dan Ryan Expressway 
overpass was recovering from his inju-
ries after sailing through the air more 
than 100 feet after being ejected from 
his rolling car and landing 40 feet below 
on a railroad yard access ramp.

Joseph Dunmars III, 20, of Chicago 
was in critical but stable condition with 
several broken bones and internal inju-
ries at Stroger Hospital, officials said.

According to an Illinois State Police 
accident report, Dunmars was south-
bound on the curving Dan Ryan over-
pass above Bridgeport when his driver’s 
side door—which was malfunction-
ing—popped open just before 12:40 
a.m. Tuesday.

As he tried to pull the door closed, 
Dunmars lost control of his gold 1992 
Toyota Camry near 26th Street and 
struck the wall on the far left of traf-
fic, the report said. The car then rico-
cheted to the right, crossing all three 
lanes of southbound traffic to hit the 
right-most wall—40 feet or more 
above the intersection of 25th Street 
and Canal Avenue.

Dunmars was ejected from the car, 
said State Police Master Sgt. Joe Stangl, 
and flew over the interstate’s guardrail 
to land on a cobblestoned access ramp 
leading to the Union Pacific rail yard 
below, a bustling ramp frequented by 
truck drivers.

The driver’s speed was not known, 
and police said it was unlikely he was 
wearing a seat belt.

Driver 
survives 
40-foot fall

A pedestrian Tuesday makes his way through the South Loop.   CHRIS WALKER/TRIBUNE

chicagofrom news servicesDECEMBER 24, 2008 l REDEYE 7
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nation/world from news services

On guard
An Indian policeman stands guard 

Tuesday in front of a decorated Christian 

Church prayer hall ahead of Christmas 

celebrations in Bhubaneswar, India. AP PHOTO

Beauty queen arrested
A beauty queen from Mexico’s drug-

plagued Sinaloa state was arrested Tuesday 

in Guadalajara after she was found riding with 

suspected gang members in a truck filled with 

weapons.

Quake suit dismissed
A Chinese court has dismissed a lawsuit 

filed by parents of 58 children crushed to 

death when their school collapsed during 

May’s massive earthquake, the latest setback 

for the parents in their quest for an apology 

and compensation.

Fund founder dead
Rene-Thierry Magon de la Villehuchet, 

the founder of an investment fund that lost 

millions with Bernard Madoff, was found dead 

Tuesday at his New York office of a possible 

suicide, authorities said.

Dallas shooter
Police said Tuesday they were 

investigating several “persons of interest” in 

four rush-hour shootings on Dallas-area roads 

that left two people dead, and hailed one of the 

victims as a hero for managing to stop his 

18-wheeler before he died.

Paralyzing snow
Crowds of stranded travelers at Seattle-

Tacoma International Airport were drastically 

reduced, Amtrak restored passenger train 

service and motorists found easier going 

Tuesday—but more snow was on the way.

1

BETHESDA, Md. A water main ruptured Tuesday and transformed a suburban Washington road into a torrent of whitewater, trap-

ping nine motorists who had to be rescued from the frigid deluge by emergency workers in helicopters and boats. AP PHOTO

Recession hits new low 
 WASHINGTON As the longest reces-
sion in a quarter century intensi-

fies, analysts believe the small decline in 
economic activity in the third quarter 
has worsened significantly in the current 
fourth quarter.

Some economists believe the economy’s 
decline in the October-December period 
could be as large as 6 percent. If so, that 
would be the worst quarterly drop since 
1982.

“It will get a lot worse before it gets bet-
ter,” said Nariman Behravesh, chief econo-
mist at IHS Global Insight, a Lexington, 

Mass., forecasting firm. “We are in the 
midst of the worst recession in the post-
war period, even factoring in a massive 
stimulus program.”

Many economists think this quarter 
could mark the low point of the recession, 
which already is the longest in a quarter 

century, having started a year ago.
Analysts are projecting that the huge 

plunge in GDP they expect in the cur-
rent quarter will be followed by smaller 
declines in the first and second quarters 
of next year, before the economy starts 
growing again next summer. If the reces-
sion ends in June 2009, as many econo-
mists are forecasting, it would have lasted 
18 months, making it the longest recession 
since World War II.

The Bush administration said the coun-
try should be prepared for worse news to 
come. 

Massive mess
8

2

3

4

5

6

Pardon me
Before leaving for 

the holidays, President 

Bush on Tuesday 

commuted one prison 

sentence and granted

19 pardons, including one 

to a man who helped the 

Jewish resistance in the 

1940s. AP PHOTO

TELLING SIGN

The Commerce Department said 

the gross domestic product, the broadest 

measure of economic health, declined at 

an annual rate of 0.5 percent in the July-

September quarter.
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 CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNER OF 
 THE CHICAGO POUR YOUR OWN PINT 

 COMPETITION- SAM WALTER!

 Thank you to all that participated in the Search For The Perfect Pint!

 Please Drink Responsibly . GUINNESS Draught Stout.  Please Drink Responsibly . GUINNESS Draught Stout. 

 © 2008 Guinness & Co. Imported by DIAGEO - Guinness USA, Norwalk, CT. © 2008 Guinness & Co. Imported by DIAGEO - Guinness USA, Norwalk, CT.

 NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A purchase will not increase your chances of winning. Open to  all legal residents of IL who  NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A purchase will not increase your chances of winning. Open to  all legal residents of IL who 

 are 21 years of age or older at time of entry. Void where prohibited or restricted by law. Sweepstak es begins November 5, 2008 and ends  are 21 years of age or older at time of entry. Void where prohibited or restricted by law. Sweepstak es begins November 5, 2008 and ends 

 December 19, 2008. Sponsor: DIAGEO - Guinness USA inc., 801 Main Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851. December 19, 2008. Sponsor: DIAGEO - Guinness USA inc., 801 Main Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851.

If you are age 21 to 75, have high cholesterol 
levels and are able to consume dairy and soy
products, you may qualify for this study.
Qualified participants will receive all study-
related care and study product at no cost 
and may also be compensated up to
$700 for their time and travel.

NUTRITIONAL
PRODUCT FOR HIGH

Radiant Research is conducting a clinical research study 
evaluat ing the cholestero l  lower ing benef i ts  o f  an
investigational nutritional product.

clinical research for an investigational

Unsure of
your cholesterol

numbers?
We can test them

for you.
Call the number

below for an
appointment.

515 N. State St., Suite 2700, Chicago, IL
1.800.494.2227
www.radiantresearch.com

Call Mon-Fri for more information

We Can’t Do It Without YOU!
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sports

’Twas the night before Christmas, 

when all through Chi-town,

Not a sports fan was happy: 

not one stinkin’ crown.

The wishes were made 

at the start of the year,

In hopes that a title 

soon would be here.

The teams were all stocked 

with skilled GM hands, 

As visions of playoff wins 

entered their plans.

And Hendry in Wrigleyville, 

and Kenny down south,

Had just settled in 

when Dempster ran his mouth.

When out on the field 

there unfolded disaster,

Fans wondered aloud 

what the hell was the matter.

Away from the Cubs 

we flew like a flash,

We ripped into the Sox 

and threw up our flask.

The doom all around 

the now-fallen teams,

Set a new low 

to what losing can mean.

When, what to all the depressed 

fans should appear,

But the Bears and cases 

of tailgating beer.

With a new (old) QB, 

so hairy and quick,

We knew in a moment 

it must be St. Neck.

A look back at 2008 via the famous seasonal poem

’Twas the plight 
before Christmas

Kyle Orton

Jim Hendry

10 REDEYE l WEDNESDAY
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More rapid than eagles 

his passes they flew,

But fans wilted and bellowed 

as losses flew too.

“Oh, Panthers! Oh, Tampa! 

Ugh, Falcons and Titans.

Ew, Packers and Vikings! 

Whew, Green Bay—and 

Houston? 

To the playoffs or bust, 

to the playoffs we must,

Don’t go away, go away, 

go away, Bears.”

As the balls in the 

NBA’s lotto did fly,

When the Bulls got No. 1, 

all the fans gave a cry.

So right to Derrick Rose 

the Bulls made their pick,

With a smooth 

crossover move, 

and his sweet shot—swish.

And then, in an instant, 

we heard all the hype,

“The new Jordan, the savior,” 

stuff of that type.

As the season drew near, 

fans were coming around,

Down the standings the Bulls 

go, as losses abound,

Rose was just getting started, 

oh yes it is true, 

Soon he had tied 

Sir MJ’s scoring record—who?

A bundle of wins 

he had flung on his back,

And he looked like a veteran 

leading the pack.

His shots—how they mattered! 

Assists come in bunches,

His play was like roses(!), 

and he pulled no punches.

His humble mouth was just as 

quiet as a mime,

But his jersey’s number is a 

subliminal sign.

The fate of a team 

he had right on his back,

And despite all the hype, 

he stayed on the right track.

He had a new coach 

with a little coaching time,

Who had a name that sounds 

like he might be in crime.

He was Vinny Del Negro, 

a smooth dude for sure,

We scoffed at his hiring, 

didn’t see his allure.

In the blink on an eye, 

the Blackhawks arrived,

Through the team’s darkest 

years, their fans had survived.

And the new man in charge 

went straight to his work,

Put home games on TV, 

yeah this guy’s no jerk.

And with skillful young players 

Sharp, Toews and Kane,

And getting the nod, 

up the standings they came.

We assume the worst, 

to our teams give no chances,

And “maybe next years” 

become our official stances.

But let us just say, 

as we take in these sights,

“Happy Christmas to all—

just put up a good fight.”

Coming into this football 
season, you probably would 
have peed your pants in 
excitement (not literally, 
hopefully) if you somehow 
ended up drafting Tom Brady 
as your fantasy quarterback, 
LaDainian Tomlinson as 
your running back and T.J. 
Houshmandzadeh as your 
primary wideout. 

But had you gotten all 
three players in the top 
rounds, your fantasy foot-
ball team’s chances prob-
ably were weaker than Gov. 
Blagojevich’s potential 2012 presidential bid.

Now with the fantasy season in the books, let’s 
hand out some postseason awards to all the gridiron 
studs and duds:

I Heart Rookie Running Backs Award

Matt Forte, Steve Slaton, Chris Johnson and a host of 
others all proved this year that rookie running backs 
can be fantasy football gold.

Cedric Benson Memorial Highly Touted Rookie 
Bust Award

Darren McFadden was supposed to be the best rook-
ie RB and ended up looking worse than Al Davis’ 
frightening scowl.

Why You Draft Running Backs High Award

Wide Receivers Torry Holt, Marvin Harrison and 
Braylon Edwards all had massively disappointing 
seasons. Even Randy Moss and Terrell Owens were 
relative disappointments.

Where The Bleep Did That Come From Award

Thomas Jones turned 30 years old, scored once last 
season and was in a offense built for pass-happy 
Brett Favre, yet somehow ended up the third-ranked 
RB in 2008.

Peyton and Tom Who? Award

The underrated Drew Brees was the top fantasy 
QB and has a fair chance at breaking Dan Marino’s 
single-season passing record.

Proof that a Good Team and a Good QB Can Be 
Mutually Exclusive

The Ravens, Titans and Vikings all are likely playoff 
bound, but most people wisely stayed away from 
Joe Flacco, Kerry Collins and Gus Frerotte/Tavaris 
Jackson.

Curse of the First Round of the ’06 Draft Award

Vince Young? Confounding mental case. Matt 
Leinart? Gets more action in hot tubs than on the 
football field. Reggie Bush? Outshined by a team-
mate named Pierre. Vernon Davis? Don’t ask Mike 
Singletary. D.R. SMITH IS A REDEYE SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR.

dr. 
fantasy
D.R. SMITH
redeyesports
@tribune.com

Your fantasy 
come true —or not

Derrick Rose

Vinny Del Negro

Patrick Kane
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five on five

Which Chicago athletes 

are on the naughty list?

Got a holiday wish for any 

athlete/team?

Who is the Scrooge in 

Chicago sports? 

Biggest surprise in 

basketball: Illinois 10-1 or 

Northwestern 7-2?

Who’s the MVP for the 

Bears? 

I wish the Cubs wouldn’t 

mess with my head like that.

To believe in Lovie. Or to sit 

on Jo Noah’s lap. Whichever 

comes first.

Devin Hester, I hope you get 

your mojo back. This time, try 

not to lose it.

May Fukudome discover a 

power stroke under his tree 

this Christmas.

A Christmas miracle for the 

Bears: A trip to the playoffs.

If I’m doing my job right, I am. 

See answer for No. 5.

You’d have to ask Jimmy 

which athletes have been 

pinching Penny the stripper.

Brian Urlacher makes 

Scrooge look like Mary 

freakin’ Poppins.

Sam Zell, who seems like a 

combo of Scrooge, Donald 

Trump and Bobby Knight.

The Cubs. Forever and ever, 

man.

In a very close call, Matt Forte 

over Lance Briggs. Without 

Forte, the Bears are 4-11.

Tom Colicchio. I bet the Bears 

wished he played man-to-

man.

Orton. Just look at his record 

as a starter—if you can see 

through the neckbeard, that is.

Matt Forte or Lance Briggs. 

Flip a coin.

I’m going with 

Staley Da Bear.

Non-conference schedules 

mean bupkis. The records are 

neither surprising nor exciting.

A Christmas miracle! It’s 

March already!

I was surprised basketball had 

already started. Can’t they 

wait till after Bears season?

Neither. Ancient Chinese 

wisdom says: “Never trust 

one’s non-conference record.”

C’mon, the Bulls. Aren’t you 

paying attention? Hello, 

D-Rose!

Please let it be Jennie Finch, 

please let it be Jennie Finch, 

please let it be Jennie Finch ...

Kyle Orton, Lou Piniella, the 

entire Blackhawks team. 

Nottie, Nottie, Nottie. 

Ozzie Guillen and Lou Piniella. 

Their mouths alone take up 

two pages on the list.

Brian Urlacher for all of his 

baby mama drama.

Who isn’t?
1

2

3

4

5

Holidaze
The panel already is in a sugar coma 

from all the cookies and pies and treats 

being passed around. At least that’s 

what they blame for these answers.

TOPIC JIMMY GREENFIELD

jgreenfield@tribune.com
TRACY SWARTZ

tswartz@tribune.com
BRIAN MOORE

brmoore@tribune.com
DR. FANTASY

redeyesports@tribune.com
BEAR JORDAN

redeyesports@tribune.com

Sign up at redeyechicago.com/facebookfives12 REDEYE l WEDNESDAY

The Pass is the perfect gift at only $150!
The Steppenwolf Pass is valid for 3 tickets to ANY performance of our 2008-2009 subscription series.

Order online at www.steppenwolf.org or call 312-335-1650.
Overnight delivery available. Performances run through August 23, 2009.

SHARE THE JOY OF LIVE THEATERWITH YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY.

steppenwolf
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shortstops

Crazy for Candace

from news services

HIT AND RUN

It’s been a whirlwind year for Candace Parker.
She led Tennessee to a second straight national 

championship in women’s basketball, was the first 
pick in the WNBA draft, took the league’s MVP 
and rookie of the year awards, and helped the U.S. 
win a fourth-straight Olympic gold medal.

Now Parker has been selected female athlete of 
the year by members of The Associated Press.

“Wow, that’s amazing,” the 22-year-old Parker 
said. “It’s been a great year from so many stand-
points. I haven’t really had a chance to sit back and 
let it all sink in.”

Parker’s accomplishments weren’t lost on 
Tennessee coach Pat Summitt.

“Talk about hitting all the high points of one’s 
life. She enjoyed an incredible run of back-to-back 
national championships, Olympic gold and all of 
her individual accolades,” the Hall of Famer said. 

Parker, a Naperville product, averaged 18.5 
points and 9.5 rebounds in leading L.A. to the 
Western Conference semifinals before the Sparks 
lost in three games to the San Antonio Silver 
Stars.

“Losing has made me hungry to get better for 
next year,” Parker said. “It’s been on my mind since 
we lost to San Antonio.”

She had a high of 40 points and grabbed 10 or 
more rebounds in 17 games. She led the league in 
double-doubles with 17, led the league in rebound-
ing and led rookies in scoring, blocks (2.3) and min-
utes (33.6).

“I had no idea coming into the season that I 
would have the chance to be an MVP,” said Parker, 
who became only the second player ever to dunk 
in the WNBA. “There are so many talented play-
ers in that league that I idolized growing up.”

More than just a star on the court, Parker has 
become the face of the league. Her jersey was the 
WNBA’s top seller, and being a role model to so 
many young fans is important to the young star.

HIT AND RUN

If you’re watching 

sports on Christmas 

Eve, I salute you. You 

are hard-core. 

Me, I’ll be wrapping, 

drinking—eggnog, get 

your mind out of the 

gutter—and devouring 

Christmas cookies. 

Two at a time. Or three.

Before I get 

a mouthful of 

snickerdoodle, lemme 

wish you a happy 

holiday season.

Here now, my TV 

picks.

HAWAII BOWL
NOTRE DAME 
AT HAWAII
7 p.m. ESPN

This could be a 

depressing affair. 

Subjecting yourself to 

images of Hawaii this 

time of year borders 

on sadomasochism.

BASEBALL
REWIND: 2008 
WHITE SOX
7 p.m. CSN

This 

should 

be rated 

R for 

graphic 

violence—you know, 

all the choking.

watch
dog
WHIZZER

redeyesports
@tribune.com

BASEBALL

Yankees drop $180M 
for Teixeira
The New York Yankees reeled in another prime 

free agent, reaching a preliminary agreement 

Tuesday with first baseman Mark Teixeira for 

$180 million over eight years. Teixeira’s deal 

raises the Yankees’ off-season spending spree 

to $423.5 million. 

SUPER BOWL

FedEx ends advertising streak
Saying “there is a time to justify such an 

ad spend and a time to step back” FedEx 

announced it will not advertise during the 

Super Bowl, set for Tampa Bay, Fla., on Feb. 1, as 

it has for the past 12 years. 

PARKER POWER
Here are some of the other awards Candace 

Parker has received in 2008.

» Two ESPY awards: female athlete of the year 

and female college athlete of the year

» BET female athlete of the year

» 2008 Naismith Trophy for top female college 

basketball player

» 2008 John R. Wooden Award

» Honda-Broderick Cup winner for 2007-’08

Parker
AP FILE

DETROIT 104, 
BULLS 98
Rodney Stuckey scored 40 points, 

topping his previous career high 

by 13, and the Detroit Pistons 

overcame an injury to Allen Iverson in a 104-

98 victory over the Bulls on Tuesday night. 

Larry Hughes led the Bulls with 19 points, while 

Andres Nocioni had 18 before fouling out.

A late surge in voting by fans has 

the Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane 

and Jonathan Toews among the 

leaders to start for the Western 

Conference in the Jan. 25 NHL 

All-Star Game. Kane and Toews are currently 

second and third, respectively. The top three 

forwards, two defensemen and the goaltender 

voted in will start the game. 

ILLINOIS 75, 
MISSOURI 59
Demetri McCamey scored all but 

two of his 20 points in an almost 

perfect first half, helping Illinois 

manhandle No. 25 Missouri on Tuesday night 

for its ninth straight victory in the annual 

Braggin’ Rights game. 

NORTHWESTERN 66, 
SMU 55
Michael Thompson and Craig 

Moore each scored 14 points to 

lead Northwestern to a 66-55 win 

over Southern Methodist on Tuesday night. 

Tuesday’s results

» Bradley 67, SIU-Edwardsville 61

» University of Illinois-Chicago 65, Toledo 55

» The DePaul game vs. Creighton in Las Vegas 

did not end before press time.

Teixeira
AP FILE
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Strip search

15 ways to eat 2008’s most popular meat 

Bacon bun
Because putting foie gras 

on a burger isn’t decadent 

enough, Gold Coast new-

comer Eve (840 N. Wabash 

Ave.) serves its foie-topped 

patty on a house-made 

bacon-cheddar bun ($22).

Bacon-wrapped 
meatloaf
Edgewater neighbor-

hood spot Uncommon 

Ground on Devon (1401 W. 

Devon Ave.) really puts the 

meat in meatloaf with its 

bacon-wrapped slices. Get 

two generous slabs with 

mashed potatoes, caramel-

ized onions and sauteed 

spinach at dinner ($18) 

or get one on an opened-

faced sandwich during 

lunch ($13).

Bacon waffles
Forget ordering a side 

of bacon with your waf-

fles—South Loop breakfast 

and lunch spot Yolk (1120 

S. Michigan Ave.) puts the 

bacon right inside the bat-

ter ($8.99).   

 

Bacon-wrapped dates
They’re the party pleaser 

that never gets old, and 

Andersonville’s Tapas las 

Ramblas (5101 N. Clark St.) 

serves ’em up hot with a red 

bell pepper sauce ($5.95).

Bacon-wrapped ribs
At just-opened River 

North sports bar Theory 

(9 W. Hubbard St.), 

chef-partner Brian Merel 

wraps his brown sugar- and 

spice-rubbed ribs with 

house-smoked bacon, 

smokes the whole bundle 

for several more hours, 

then sprinkles a bit of 

chopped bacon on top 

before serving ($7 for 

three pieces, $15 for 

seven).

« BLT
Double-smoked, 

caramel-braised bacon 

gets major play at 

Otom (951 W. Fulton 

Market), where chef 

Daryl Nash places a 

huge hunk of it over 

toasted brioche and 

serves it with romaine 

puree and heirloom 

tomato jam ($14).

Bacon pizza 
No, we’re not talking 

Canadian bacon—this 

is the real deal. At Osteria 

Via Stato (620 N. State 

St.), Duroc bacon takes 

center stage on the 

December pizza of the 

month, which also fea-

tures braised Tuscan kale, 

charred sweet onion and 

parmigiano-reggiano 

($13.95).

All-you-can-eat bacon
This is exactly what 

it sounds like, which 

leaves us with just one 

question: How much can 

you eat? Give it a whirl at 

Division Street sports 

bar The Fifty/50 

(2047 W. Division St.) 

for $9.95.

Bacon ice cream
Bacon finds its way into 

nearly everything 

on Burgers, Beer 

and Bacon night 

Thursdays at 

Carol Wallack’s 

North Center 

spot Sola 

(3868 N. 

Lincoln 

Ave.), 

but you 

definitely 

don’t 

want 

to miss 

dessert: 

bacon brittle ice cream, 

vanilla ice cream studded 

with bits of candied bacon 

($7).

Country-fried bacon
Just when you think bacon 

can’t get any better, the 

folks at Wrigleyville’s 

Risque Cafe (3419 N. Clark 

St.) come along to batter it, 

deep fry it and serve it with 

sides of white gravy and 

maple syrup ($5.95). 

Bacon pannenkoeken
The huge, thin Dutch pan-

cakes at Lincoln Square 

breakfast and lunch spot 

Pannenkoeken (4757 

N. Western Ave.) come 

topped with an embarrass-

ment of bacon—four strips 

minimum—and melted 

havarti ($7.50). 

Bacon-stuffed burger
It’s easy enough to 

get bacon on top of a 

burger, but comfort food-

focused Logan Square spot 

Rustik (2515 N. California 

Ave.) serves it inside 

a burger, along with cho-

rizo and smoked gouda 

($12). 

Bacon sushi
The wacky Five-O roll 

at River West sushi 

spot Sushi X (1136 W. 

Chicago Ave.) and its 

new-in-’08 Lincoln Park 

sibling (543 W. Diversey 

Pkwy.) is rolled in bacon 

bits and wrapped in 

proscuitto, plus there’s 

more bacon (and hamachi, 

avocado, cilantro, 

scallions and pineapple-

mustard mayo) inside 

($14). 

Bacon cupcake
Bacon-studded maple cup-

cakes topped with brown 

sugar frosting and candied 

bacon from Gold Coast 

cupcake boutique More 

(1 E. Delaware Pl.) are the 

perfect excuse to eat des-

sert for breakfast—if you 

even need one, that is 

($4.25).

Bacon flatbread
Bacon comes and bacon 

goes on the ever-chang-

ing menu at Bucktown 

spot The Bristol (2152 N. 

Damen Ave.), but grilled 

flatbread with bacon and 

melted sweet onions is a 

staple ($6). 

M. KATHLEEN PRATT IS THE 

METROMIX DINING PRODUCER. 

By M. Kathleen Pratt

t’s been sizzlin’ for a while, but this was a breakout year for 

bacon. From bacon-wrapped ribs to country-fried bacon, it 

turned up everywhere in 2008. To help you celebrate bacon’s 

big year, we found 15 dishes that really bring it home.
i

»
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best 
bets
BY REBECCA 
PALMORE
metromix
@tribune.com

Martini Park
FILE FOR METROMIX

WEDNESDAY 

FREEBIE

Sci-free
Museum of Science 
and Industry, 5700 
S. Lake Shore Drive. 
773-684-1414.

The MSI offers 

free general 

admission ($13) 

Wednesday and 

also Dec. 31. 

Special exhibits 

such as “Green 

Home” (closing 

Jan. 4) and 

Omnimax films 

cost extra, but 

there is plenty 

to see for free, 

including the 

annual displays, 

“Christmas 

Around the World” 

and “Holidays of 

Light.” 9:30 a.m. 

Eve-n better
Martini Park, 151 W. Erie St. 312-640-0577.  

Old Saint Nick can have his Christmas cookies. We’ll take 
The JuJu Ball. Mingle with young Jewish professionals at this 

annual bash that includes appetizers, Snow Queen cocktails (8:30-
9:30 p.m.), live music from JP & The Cats and a DJ spinning dance 
and hip-hop, plus admission to an afterparty at Stone Lotus (873 N. 
Orleans St.). 8 p.m. $20-$25. Tickets: thejujuball.com

The 12 miles of Christmas
Waveland Clock Tower, 3700 N. Recreation Drive. 

Holiday traditions come in all shapes, sizes and … gears. Just 
ask the Chicago Cycling Club, which has been hosting the 

Christmas Day Bagel Ride for the last 10 years. The leisurely paced 
12-mile ride traverses different neighborhoods each year—the Loop, 
Lakeview and Lincoln Park made the cut in ’07—but always ends 
with brunch at The Bagel Restaurant and Deli (3107 N. Broadway). 
10 a.m. Free; bring money for food and drink. Weather permitting; 
call the event hot line for updates: 773-509-8093. 

Budget bash
Fizz Bar & Grill, 3220 N. Lincoln Ave. 773-348-6088.

Celebrate your success at navigating everything from family 
to fruitcake at the Do-It-Yourself Holiday Party, a day-after 

Christmas party with a budget-friendly twist. The DIY element? It 
refers to sipping ($3 call drinks), munching (half-price appetizers) and 
crunching (complimentary cookies) while a DJ spins. 8 p.m. No cover. 

X marks it
The Spot, 4437 N. Broadway. 

Holiday carols heat up when burlesque troupe The Flaming 
Dames Torch Cabaret pairs up with New Millennium Theatre 
Company for “A Very Sexy Christmas.” The holiday themed revue 
features new songs for the season, plus old favorites with a bawdy 
edge. 8:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Through Jan. 2. $10. 312-458-9083. 
Tickets: nmtchicago.org

Performance art
iO, 3541 N. Clark St. 773-880-0199.

Algebra may be a distant memory, but everyone remembers 
sex ed. Revisit the infamous topic with “Sex” Ed Vincent 

(a.k.a. local comedian Paul Brittain), whose enthusiasm for the 
subject fuels his solo show, an interactive, multimedia comedy that 
encourages as many snorts, chortles and guffaws as you can deliver. 
Midnight. Through Jan. 30. $5. Tickets: chicago.ioimprov.com

24
wed

25
thu

HOW TO REACH US  |  FOR ENTERTAINMENT INFORMATION 24/7, GO TO METROMIX.COM.

  Metromix is published 
Monday through 
Saturday as part of 
RedEye, an edition of the 
Chicago Tribune.

For questions, comments 
and story ideas, contact 
Matt McGuire, editor,  
at mmcguire@tribune.
com

To submit event 
information for Metromix 
or metromix.com, go to 
metromix.com/listings.

26
fri

27
sat
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ONLY 5 WEEKS LEFT

Groups: 20+ call

(312) 977-1710

FINAL PERFORMANCE JANUARY 25, 2009
GREAT SEATS AVAILABLE•(312)902-1400

or visit BroadwayInChicago.com/bestseats or Ticketmaster.com/Wicked
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dining         

R.J. and Jerrod Melman, partners, Hub 51 »
When the twentysomething sons of Lettuce Entertain You’s Richard Melman 
struck out on their own with Hub 51 in June, we wondered if more than one mem-
ber of the family could possibly have the elder Melman’s magic touch. These days 
our only question is, “How long is the wait to get in?”
Biggest ’08 accomplishment: Opening Hub 51 and getting to work with each other 
and their sister, Molly, every day.
Plans for ’09: Improving Hub 51—and possibly taking a vacation.
Most memorable meals of ’08: A tie between New Year’s Day brunch, a 5-year-old 
tradition with close friends, and Thanksgiving dinner, which their mom cooks for 
about 30 people.

M. KATHLEEN PRATT IS THE METROMIX DINING PRODUCER.  KPRATT@TRIBUNE.COM

5 who did things their 
own way and came 
out on top in 2008

By M. Kathleen Pratt

It was a good year for mavericks. 

(Well, most of them.) In 2008, the 

biggest winners on Chicago’s food 

scene were those who bucked 

the trends—and in the process, 

shaped them. We checked in with 

five who did things their own way 

in ’08 to find out what they’ll re-

member most about the year and 

what’s ahead in 2009. 

Grant Achatz, 
chef-partner, Alinea  »
To say Achatz had a big year is 
an understatement. He received the 
James Beard Award for Outstanding 
Chef, published a cookbook and beat 
Stage 4 cancer—and he did it all on his 
own terms.
Biggest ’08 accomplishment: Whipping 
cancer might seem the obvious answer, 
but Achatz credits his doctors with that. 
His achievement, he says, was the way 
he handled the diagnosis, pushing for 
an innovative treatment and remaining 
dedicated to his work at Alinea through-
out the crisis. While some people would 
change their lives drastically in the face 
of death, he resolved not to change a 
thing because he loves what he does 
so much. Of course, that James Beard 
Award and the cookbook rank high too. 
Plans for ’09: Achatz has proposals out 
for two books: a memoir co-written by 
his partner in all things Alinea, Nick 
Kokonas, and a cookbook geared toward 
cooking at home—with an Alinea spin. 
He says he’s also likely to put the wheels 
in motion for a second Chicago restau-
rant in ’09.
Most memorable Chicago meals of ’08: 

A tie between an August dinner with 
his girlfriend outdoors at Follia, where 
Achatz says owner Bruno Abate’s hospi-
tality blew them away, and a meal about 
two weeks ago at The Publican, where 
everything from the food to the beer to 
the ambiance was spot on.

Bill Kim, chef-owner, 
Urban Belly »
Coming from a fine din-
ing background, former 
Le Lan chef Kim knew he 
was going out a limb when 
he opened a BYOB noodle 
shop with counter service 
and communal seating in 
an Avondale strip mall in 
August. Four months later, 
the only thing that sounds strange about that sen-
tence is “out on a limb.” 
Biggest ’08 accomplishment: Getting Urban Belly off 
the ground—and doing it with family (Kim’s wife, 
Yvonne Cadiz-Kim, and his brother, Mike, are part-
ners).
Plans for ’09: Kim says he’s got a few things cooking, 
but he’s not giving up details just yet. 
Most memorable meals of ’08: Sunday nights at Hot 
Chocolate, a weekly tradition for Kim and his wife, 
who head to Mindy Segal’s Bucktown spot for burgers 
after they close Urban Belly.

Graham Elliot 
Bowles, 
chef-owner, 
Graham Elliot »
Bowles left behind white 
tablecloths and formal din-
ing-room attire when he 
departed four-star Avenues 
early this year to do his 
own thing; in the process 
he taught Chicago a new word, bistronomic, and a new 
way of thinking about fine dining.
Biggest ’08 accomplishment: Opening his first restau-
rant on time and on budget—while dealing with a 
move, a divorce and a custody battle in his personal 
life. Being named one of Crain’s 40 Under 40 and nab-
bing a James Beard Award nomination for the third 
year running are up there too.
Plans for ’09: Bowles says a second project is in the 
works—he’s currently looking at sites but can’t 
divulge details except to say it’s “pretty badass.” He’s 
also hoping to finish a book he’s working on about the 
craziness that goes on during a restaurant’s first year.
Most memorable meals of ’08: A celebratory dinner at 
A Mano with the Graham Elliot management team 
after the restaurant’s opening, with Bin 36/A Mano 
wine director Brian Duncan pouring the wine.

Food fighters

Grant Achatz
CHASE AGNELLO-DEAN/

REDEYE FILE

TRIBUNE FILE
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ANN SATHER

Special holiday 
dishes available in 
addition to the regular 
breakfast menu at 
the Andersonville 
location (8 a.m.); 
limited breakfast menu 
and special holiday 
dishes available at the 
Lakeview location (11 
a.m.); Andersonville: 
5207 N. Clark St. 773-
271-6677; Lakeview: 
909 W. Belmont Ave. 
773-348-2378. 

CAFE DES 

ARCHITECTES

5 p.m.: Prix-fixe holiday 
meal includes dishes 
such as potato gnocchi 
with rock shrimp, 
candied beet salad, 
walleye pike and more. 
$49; 20 E. Chestnut St. 
Sofitel Chicago Water 
Tower. 312-324-4000. 

DRAKE BROS.’

Noon: Five-course prix-
fixe menu of holiday 
favorites. Includes a 
festive Santa parade, 
Christmas carolers 

and a jazz duo. $105. 
$55 for kids ages 6-12. 
Reservations required; 
140 E. Walton Pl. 312-
932-4615. 

THE GREENHOUSE AT 

THE RITZ-CARLTON

Three seatings (10:30 
a.m., 1 p.m., 4 p.m.) 
feature a holiday buffet 
and entertainment 
from the Alison 
Ruble jazz trio. Buffet 
includes sushi, made-
to-order waffles and 
omelets, garlic-and- 
parsley-crusted rib-eye, 
rum-raisin cheesecake, 
chocolate-peppermint 
creme brulee and 
more. $85. $25 for kids 
ages 5-12. Reservations 
required; 160 E. 
Pearson St. 312-266-
1000. 

LOCKWOOD 

RESTAURANT

11 a.m.: Holiday buffet 
features domestic 
and international 
cheeses, carved meats 
and desserts, plus 
champagne, sparkling 

cider, coffee and tea. 
$65. $50 for seniors. 
$25 for kids under 
12; 17 E. Monroe St. 
Palmer House Hilton, 
lobby level. 312-621-
7360.

NOMI

11:30: Holiday buffet 
features brunch dishes 
before 2 p.m., including 
French toast, pancakes 
and creamed spinach 
with nutmeg. Other 
dishes are added in 
the evening. Seafood, 
salad and prime rib 
are served throughout 
the day. $130. $35 for 
kids 5-12. Reservations 
required; 800 N. 
Michigan Ave. Park 
Hyatt Hotel, 7th floor. 
312-335-1234. 

THE PENINSULA 

CHICAGO

10:30 a.m.: The Lobby 
and Avenues feature 
a buffet of traditional 
and gourmet dishes, 
including sushi, dim 
sum, lobster eggs 
Benedict, vanilla-

scented mini-waffles, 
duck ravioli and more. 
Includes a jazz trio 
and a visit from Santa. 
$128. $30 for kids 
under 12. Reservations 
recommended; 108 E. 
Superior St. 312-573-
6695.

SIXTEEN

Three seatings (10:30 
a.m., 1:30 p.m., 4:30 
p.m.) feature a brunch 
buffet with selections 
such as maple-roasted 
turkey with cranberry 
jam, honey-glazed ham, 
butternut squash soup 
and chestnut risotto. 
Includes a German 
cake and ornament 
for each family, plus 
kid-friendly extras such 
as gifts and visits with 
Santa and Rudolph. 
$115. $25 for kids ages 
8 and under; 401 
N. Wabash Ave. Trump 
International Hotel & 
Tower Chicago, 16th 
Floor. 312-588-8030. 

SUSHISAMBA RIO

3 p.m.: Four-course 
tasting menu includes 
organic beet salad, 
black beer-braised 

short ribs, sushi and 
blueberry chinsuko 
yaki. Regular menu 
also available. $45. $75 
with sake pairings; 504 
N. Wells St. 312-595-
2300. 

ZEST

5 p.m.: Five-course 
prix-fixe dinner 
includes dishes such 
as risotto of smoked 
haddock and leeks 
with braised organic 
root vegetables, 
veloute of celeriac 
and toasted hazelnuts, 
slow-roasted Colorado 
rack of lamb, and 
gingerbread bread 
pudding. $65. $90 
with wine pairings. 
$23 for kids; 525 
N. Michigan Ave, 
InterContinental 
Chicago. 312-321-8766.

Christmas Day dining

Comfort and joy
Settle in for a Christmas Day breakfast of special holiday dishes 

along with anytime favorites like cinnamon rolls at Ann Sather’s 

Andersonville or Lakeview location.  FILE FOR METROMIX

’TIS THE 
SEASON
Find lots more 
holiday eats, 
including Christmas 
Eve dinners and 
New Year’s options, 
in our holiday guide 
at metromix.com.

      diningDECEMBER 24, 2008 l REDEYE 19

 Oysy
 Pronounced Oh-EE-She, means delicious

 In Japan, an Izagaya is a bistro type restaurant 
 serving traditional food in a relaxed 
 atmosphere. Oysy follows the concept of an 
 Izagaya. Oysy allows you to sample many dishes 
 from the traditional to the exotic and offers only 
 the very best of Japanese cuisine at an 
 affordable price. Portions are just enough to 
 share and we encourage you to sample many 
 different dishes at a reasonable price.

 888 S. Michigan Avenue

 312.922.1127

 50 E. Grand Ave.

 312.670.6750

 399 Oak Brook Center 
 Oak Brook, IL 60523

 630.571.6688

 www.oysysushi.com

 SUSHI

 IZAGAYA

 Grand 
 Opening!

Massage Therapy Center

18 NORTH WABASH - CHICAGO, IL 60602

This year be diBerent. 

Give the gift of a Massage.

To order your Gift CertiMcate call us now 

through December 31st, at 312-753-7990.

Holiday Special
10% oB your total gift certi0cate order

Now through December 31st

At Cortiva Institute, we oOer aOordable 

relaxation massage from students 

who have completed over 300 hours 

of classroom instruction, or from our 

professional, licensed massage therapists.

This Holiday Season, give 
the gift of a Massage

day Seaso
a Ma

save
10%
save
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Theoretical drinking
The “upscale sports bar” concept isn’t exactly 

cutting-edge anymore, but because there 

seems to be an insatiable demand for after-work 

hangs in River North, we’re sure Theory (9 W. 

Hubbard St. 312-644-0004) will fare just fine. To 

supplement a menu with American, Mexican 

and Southern influences, drinks run from your 

$4 Miller Lite all the way up to $10 for Delirium 

Tremens or an $18 glass of Veuve champagne.

NIGHTCRAWLERS

CHUAN D. VO FOR METROMIX

bars&clubs          

ASHLAND
$2 PBR and Mickey’s 
tallboys, $3 white 
trash mimosas, $5 
40-ounce Mickey’s; 
2824 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-883-7297. 

BRANDO’S 
SPEAKEASY
$3 Patron shots,
import beers and 
select cocktails; 343 
S. Dearborn St. 773-216-
3213. 

CANS BAR 
AND CANTEEN
$1 sliders, $2 off 
jumbo cans; 1640 N. 
Damen Ave. 773-227-
2277. 

CELTIC CROWN
$4 Guinness, Bass 
and black ‘n’ tan drafts, 
$5.99 shepherd’s pie, 
$12 domestic table 
tappers, half-price 
Harp drafts and select 
cocktails, pub trivia 
7:30 p.m.; 4301 
N. Western Ave. 773-
588-1110. 

CITYSCAPE BAR
Pre-theater deal: $40 
for two appetizers 
and two martinis per 
couple, complimentary 
appetizer buffet (5-7 
p.m.); 350 W. Mart 
Center Drive Holiday 
Inn Mart Plaza, 15th 
Floor. 312-836-5000. 

CORCORAN’S 
GRILL & PUB
35 cent wings, $3.75 
Blue Moon and 
Smithwick’s pints, $6 
pub burgers with fries 
(11 a.m.-3 p.m.). Closing 
early at 7 p.m.; 1615 N 
Wells St. 312-440-0885. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT
$8.49 Macho Nachos, 
$18.99 rib slab with 
fries and cole slaw. 
Closing early at 8 p.m. 
315 N. Dearborn St. 312-
836-7870. 

THE FIFTY/50
8 p.m.: The 
Manischewitz Incident. 
A Jewish themed party 
includes draft beers 

and cocktails (8-11 p.m.). 
Other drink specials 
include $5 “dreidel” 
shots (potato vodka 
and Goldschlager 
cinnamon liqueur), 
$1 glasses of 
Manischewitz wine 
and $5 O bombs and 
Jameson shots. After 
11 p.m., a “menorah” 
of eight beer shots is 
available for purchase. 
No cover, $30 for drink 
package; 2047 W. 
Division St. 773-489-
5050. 

FOUR FARTHINGS 
TAVERN AND GRILL
$3 Budweiser bottles, 
$4.50 Sam Adams 
Winter Lager and 
Blue Moon Harvest 
Pumpkin Ale bottles; 
2060 N. Cleveland Ave. 
773-935-2060. 

HAWKEYE’S
Half-price pizzas (3 
p.m.), $4.25 Smithwick’s 
drafts, $13 Bud and Bud 
Light buckets; 1458 W. 
Taylor St. 312-226-3951. 

HUB 51
9 p.m.: Hubukkah. A 
Jewish-themed party 
features Manischewitz 
sangrias and DJ 
Koncept’s beats. No 
cover; 51 W. Hubbard 
St. 312-828-0051. 

JAKE MELNICK’S 
CORNER TAP
$5 Long Island iced 
teas, $12 Sierra Nevada 
pitchers. Closing early 
at 8 p.m. 41 E. Superior 
St. 312-266-0400. 

KINCADE’S
$1 domestic bottles, $5 
select bombs, karaoke 
9 p.m.; 950 W. Armitage 
Ave. 773-348-0010. 

THE LONG ROOM
$1 off microbrewed 
bottles; 1612 W. Irving 
Park Rd. 773-665-4500. 

MAD RIVER 
BAR & GRILLE
$3 winter ales, $5 Ketel 
One cocktails, $2 Coors 
Light drafts, $3 Blue 
Moon pints and Coors 
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Santa’s Little Helper stout from Port 

Brewing. Find this roasty imperial 

stout with strong notes of fresh-brewed 

coffee grounds and bittersweet chocolate 

for $15 for a 22-ounce bottle at The Bluebird 

(1749 N. Damen Ave. 773-486-2473). 

Through Dec. 31.

The bargain prices at Bucktown’s Spa 

Forever (1917 N. Damen Ave.), where a 

60-minute massage is just $70. Looking for 

a last-minute holiday gift? The spa’s open 

till 9 p.m. Christmas Eve, and you also can 

order gift cards online: spaforever.com 

Clint Eastwood in “Gran Torino.” This 

guy can still eat you for breakfast.

The killer brownie ($4.75) studded 

with Calvados-soaked pecans at Coco 

Rouge (1940 W. Division St. 773-772-2626).

Celeb-favorite jewelry designer Helen 

Ficalora’s opulent new boutique in 

Lincoln Park (2014 N. Halsted St. 773-883-

2014), which has debuted just in time for 

last-minute holiday shopping.

Join the randomness!
What are you loving this week? Log onto 

metromix.com to send us your own 

Random Acts of Greatness. You might spot 

your pick in a future issue.

Random Acts 
of Greatness
        things we’re loving this week

1 

Light bottles, $5 wraps 
and flatbreads. Open 
5 p.m.-2 a.m. 2909 N. 
Sheffield Ave. 773-935-
7500. 

MARTINI PARK

8 p.m.: The JuJu Ball. 
A party for people 
who don’t celebrate 
Christmas includes 
appetizers, Snow 
Queen cocktails 
(8:30-9:30 p.m.), 
live music and a DJ 
spinning dance and 
hip-hop. Also includes 
admission to an 
afterparty at Stone 
Lotus (873 N. Orleans 
St.). $20-$25. Tickets: 
thejujuball.com; 151 
W. Erie St. 312-640-
0577. 

MCFADDEN’S 

RESTAURANT AND 

SALOON

$1 cans, $2 well drinks, 
$3 bombs; 1206 N. State 
Pkwy. 312-475-9450. 

MURPHY’S 

BLEACHERS

$3 Two Brothers Heavy-
Handed IPA drafts, $3 
German drafts and 
bottles, $3 brats, $3 
Maker’s Mark cocktails. 
Closing early at 7 p.m. 
3655 N. Sheffield Ave. 
773-281-5356. 

O’DONOVAN’S

7 p.m.: Christmas 
at O’Donovan’s. Sip 
holiday-inspired 
cocktails and order 
half-price bottles of 
wine. Also, indulge 
in a late-night food 
menu and get $1 drink 
discounts. No cover; 
2100 W. Irving Park Rd. 
773-478-2100. 

PARAMOUNT ROOM

$2 PBR cans, $3 house 
shots, $5 shot and a 
beer, $5 Jack Daniel’s 
and Jameson shots, 
$10 Kobe burger 
and a pint; 415 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. 312-
829-6300. 

POTTER’S

$8 Crimson Mistletoe 
cocktails; 17 E. Monroe 
St. Palmer House 
Hilton. 312-917-4933. 

REGGIE’S 

MUSIC JOINT

Half-price appetizers, 
Stoli cocktails and 
Stella and Hoegaarden 
drafts. Closing early at 
5 p.m. 2105 S. State St. 
312-949-0120. 

ROCK BOTTOM

$3 happy hour menu 
(3-6 p.m.). Closing early 
at 6 p.m. 1 W. Grand 
Ave. 312-755-9339. 

ROSCOE’S TAVERN

$6 frozen cocktails, 
$6 grape bombs, 
$12 Sauza margarita 
pitchers; 3356 N. 
Halsted St. 773-281-
3355. 

SOUND-BAR

8 p.m.: The Ball. A 
Jewish singles party, 
billed as the nation’s 
largest event of its kind, 
features DJs, dancing 
and drink specials 
such as $3 Miller Lites. 
$25-$30. Tickets: 
theball2008.com; 226 
W. Ontario St. 312-787-
4480. 

SOUTH WATER 

KITCHEN

$7 martinis and 
Manhattans, $9 white 
wine flights; 225 N. 
Wabash Ave. 312-236-
9300. 

WEATHER MARK 

TAVERN

$2 domestic bottles, 
$6 brats with fries; 1503 
S. Michigan Ave. 312-
588-0230. 

WILD GOOSE 

$2.75 domestic pints, 
$3.75 import pints, 
$1.50-$2.50 burgers, 
50 cent chili, $5.25 
Jager bombs; 4265 N. 
Lincoln Ave. 773-281-
7112. 

bars&clubs

5

The Bluebird
FILE FOR METROMIX

2

3

4

5

Metromix 
party pick
Blow off some steam 

after your family’s 

holiday get-together and 

head to Stone Lotus for 

the Official Xmas Eve 

Afterparty. $20. 10 p.m. 

873 N. Orleans St. 312-

440-9680. 

DECEMBER 24, 2008 l REDEYE 21

1059West Addison
773.327.1662

cubbybear.com
Kitchen Open Til 11pm • 21 & Up

Advance tickets for all shows are available
through Ticketmaster and The Cubby Bear

1/10...Too White Crew / Rock Candy 1/17...
George Clinton & Parliament Funkadelic
1/24...RedWanting Blue

Coming Soon...

$2
DRINKS

ROCK BAND KARAOKE

WEDNESDAYS no cover!

LOCAL BAND SHOWCASE

Tuesdays no cover!

1059 W. Addison • 773-327-1662

WEDDING
BANNED

Wednesday DEC 31st
New Year’s Eve Bash!

Friday DEC 26th
93XRT Local Anesthetic Live Show

WATERSTREET
STEEPWATER BAND
HOLLUS

FREE SHOW!

Saturday DEC 27th

MER & FRIENDS

Skip the ceremony, Crash the party!

KEVIN MILESKI

THURSDAY JAN 1st
$2

You call it

FRIDAY JAN 2nd

SIXTEEN
CANDLES

SATURDAY JAN 3rd

MIKE & JOE

* excludes 12/31

Watch all your sports on HDTV’s

• King Crab Legs • Snow Crab Legs
• Salmon • Crab Cakes

• Stuffed Shrimp • NY Strip Steak
• And Much Much More!

ROLL BACK
PRICES!

C
Y
’S

C
R
A
B

H
O
U
S
E

C
Y
’S

C
R
A
B

H
O
U
S
E

3819 N. ASHLAND AVE. CHICAGO 
773-883-8900

Not valid with other offers or discounts.

$795 $1995to

1/2 lb. Snow Crab Legs and 
Pork Chop  only  $33.95

6 oz. Lobster Tail and 14 oz 
NY Strip Steak  only  $39.95

1 lb. King Crab Legs and 
10 oz. Filet Mignon  only  $43.95
All Specials include choice of Soup or Salad 
and a Glass of House Wine or Champagne.

New Year’s Day Special!
ALL YOU CAN EAT

SNOW CRAB LEGS $27.95

Our regular menu is available

Not valid with other offers or discounts.

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

SPECIALS!
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Don’t miss out! Give gifts that give more.

There’s still time to wrap up a great deal!

Call 1.877.2BUY.VZW Click 24/7 verizonwireless.com                                            Shop extended Holiday store hours! 

Everyone wants America’s Most Reliable Wireless Network.

These phones do all this and more!

GPS Navigation
Add VZ Navigator SM

for directions.

Digital camera
Snap and send 
pics and video.

LG Dare™

Our lowest price ever!

$12999

$179.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate
debit card. Requires a Nationwide Calling
Plan and new 2-yr. activation.

ALL NEW!
LG Voyager™

in Titanium

$9999

$149.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate
debit card. Requires a Nationwide Calling
Plan and new 2-yr. activation.

LG enV®2

$7999

$129.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in
rebate debit card. Each with new
2-yr. activation.

Buy 1 
Get 1FREE!

NOW

Activation fee/line: $35.

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions  apply. Rebate debit
card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. Voyager is a trademark of Plantronics, Inc. used under license by Verizon Wireless. MONOPOLY, ™, ® & © 2008 Hasbro. All rights reserved. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. Network details and coverage maps  at verizonwireless.com. © 2008 Verizon
Wireless. OBOY

Media Center 

capable
Download games,

Ringtones and more.

Buy any phone
$29.99 or higher

and get up to 3

LG VX5500
camera phones
$79.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in 
rebate debit card. Each with
new 2-yr. activation.

FREE
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The Mars Volta, 
‘The Bedlam 
in Goliath’
Bedlam is an 

understatement. After 

1,276 listens, I think I’m 

starting to understand 

this doozy of a doozy. The best-ever 

achievement from this spinoff of 

At the Drive-In, “Goliath” is more than 70 

minutes of time and tempo changes and out-

of-nowhere shifts that surprise but manage to 

coalesce into a glorious, abstract collage. It’s 

challenging, but it never feels like work.

Ra Ra Riot, ‘The 
Rhumb Line’
You’d never think this 

was a full-length debut. 

Reworking previously 

released songs and 

popping in several new 

ones, this quintet of former Syracuse 

University students delivers distinctive 

indie pop that cascades from devastation 

to bliss, from sweet sadness to wistful 

melancholy. They’ve got hooks, they’ve got 

drama, and they know how to pull one from 

the other.

Atmosphere, 
‘When Life 
Gives You 
Lemons, 
You Paint That 
S*** Gold’
If the only Atmosphere 

record you’ve heard was their free, 

party-starting download “Strictly 

Leakage,” watch out. “Lemons” is nothing but 

devastating hip-hop stories of near-survival, 

as Ant’s beats chill and Slug’s verses crush the 

ice. Each track takes you through tough lives 

and tough choices, with only minimal optimism 

strewn about. It’s a downer and a stunner.

Frightened 
Rabbit, 
‘The Midnight 
Organ Fight’
How often can you say 

an album is packed 

with simply great 

songs that actually mean something? 

Singer Scott Hutchison dissects 

the remains of a broken relationship in the 

most unsentimental way possible, stretching 

regrets, sadness and self-deprecating humor 

across melodies far sunnier than his words.

Fleet Foxes, 
self-titled
The Pitchfork 

Music Festival isn’t a 

great place for a band 

like Seattle’s Fleet 

Foxes. But the quintet’s 

gorgeous folk songs and singer 

Robin Pecknold’s gentle 

voice had Union Park watching in awed 

silence in July. The same happens when 

hearing the Foxes’ debut, which 

makes it nearly impossible to get anything 

done while listening. Just focus and float 

away.

Friendly Fires, 
self-titled
The debut from these 

English dance-rockers 

is so much fun that 

you should throw your 

own dance party just 

so your friends can hear it. We’ve tried 

to tell ourselves to stop grooving to 

songs like “In the Hospital” and “Paris,” but our 

damn moneymaker just won’t listen. Find out 

for yourself.

Those 
Dancing Days, 
‘In Our Space 
Hero Suits’
Mood-improving 

Swedish pop from a 

girl group that 

makes you want to bounce up and 

down or cry, “Weeeeeeeee!” while 

zipping down a slide. The record’s not yet 

available in the States, but you can snag it as 

an import.

Okkervil River, 
‘The Stand Ins’
What a strange thing 

for a band that isn’t 

terribly famous to write 

not one but two great 

albums about the perils 

of fame. As a follow-up 

to last year’s “The Stage Names,” “The 

Stand Ins” explores the many physical and 

emotional land mines of hitting it big—or being 

close to someone who does—and singer Will 

Sheff again allows his voice to rise and fall with 

both hope and despair. Meanwhile, the music 

swells and sings with the sort of bittersweet 

happiness felt from someone who discovers 

having everything isn’t enough.

Shearwater, 
‘Rook’
A lovely, trembling, 

peculiar piece of 

unusual indie rock, 

which excitingly stacks 

its many concepts 

without falling over. It rocks, it 

scares, it seduces.

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

TV on the Radio, 
‘Dear Science’

This 

Brooklyn 

band 

always 

received 

raves 

but was 

never 

anywhere near acces-

sible. Until now. “Dear 

Science” is a brilliant achieve-

ment that discovers something 

rousing and even fun in the 

complex and depressing. The 

group is ready for the world to 

change, and welcomes it with 

ears wide open.

1

HONORABLE MENTIONS
Girl Talk, “Feed the Animals”

Fall Out Boy, “Folie a Deux”

My Morning Jacket, “Evil Urges”

HEALTH, “HEALTH//DISCO”

The Raconteurs, “Consolers of the Lonely”

The Week That Was, “The Week That Was”

Blitzen Trapper, “Furr”

High Places, “High Places”

Why?, “Alopecia”

Duffy, “Rockferry”

Top 10 
albums 

of 2008

The year’s best range from quiet beauty to 
banging craziness—with room for dancing

By Matt Pais

For anyone who likes to shake it, 2008 was a good year for music. I wasn’t 

searching for a handful of records that could help a crowd get sweaty, but as it 

turns out, they seemed to find me. Without further ado, here are the year’s best 

albums, several of which are likely to shift your hips into overdrive.

MATT PAIS IS THE METROMIX MUSIC AND MOVIES PRODUCER. MPAIS@TRIBUNE.COM

TV on the Radio  
GETTY IMAGES FILE
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Born from JetsBorn from Jets

1-847-230-3930SAAB

526 Mall Drive, Schaumburg

www.PATRICKSAAB.com

15
%  OFF ON SAAB
EXTENDED WARRANTY

See Dealer for Details

9-3 CONVERTIBLE

NEW ’08 SAAB

MSRP $43,900 
STK#S8159

$33,490NOW

NEW ’08 SAAB

$24,990NOW

9-5
MSRP: $38,525STK#S8133SAVE$13,535
OFFMSRP

SAVE$10,410
OFFMSRP

9-3 SPORT SEDAN

NEW ’08 SAAB

MSRP: $33,040STK#S8142X

$24,290NOW

SAVE$8,750
OFFMSRP

All offers on select models with approved credit. Plus tax, title, license and $150 DOC fee. Photo may not represent actual vehicle. All specials subject to change due to availability. All incentives applied. Must qualify for all applicable rebates and incentives to receive advertised prices. All rebates and incentives to dealer. Offer expires 12/31/08.

SPECIAL OFFER

WE NEED YOUR TRADE!
WE’LL BUY YOUR CAR WHETHER YOU BUY OURS OR NOT.

 Thai Urban Kitchen
 500 W. Madison St. • Chicago, IL 60661

 888.955.5885
 Lunch 11:00 am - 3:00 pm (Mon-Fri)

 Dinner 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm (everday), till 11:00 pm (Fri & Sat)

 “All You Can Eat Sushi $25”
 Monday + Tuesday

 1/2 price cocktail
 Wednesday

 Free Appetizer
 Thursday

 www.ThaiUrbanKitchen.com
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BATTLE OF THE 

SAXES FEATURING 

VON FREEMAN AND 

ED PETERSEN 

(JAM SESSION 

HOSTED BY 

CAMERON PFIFFNER 

UNTIL 4 A.M)

8:30 p.m. $25; Green 
Mill, 4802 N. Broadway. 
773-878-5552. 

BOTTLE ROCKETS, 

THE SAPS, REGO

10 p.m. $25. Beat 
Kitchen, 2100 
W. Belmont Ave. 
housecallent.com 

THE DANDY 

WARHOLS, ROBERT 

BEEN (DJ SET)

9 p.m. $55-$65; VIP 
tables $500. Metro, 
3730 N. Clark St. 773-
549-0203.

FUTURE ROCK, 

DAEDELUS, 

DARK PARTY, 

BEN SILVER

9 p.m. $25-$30; 
VIP: $75. Abbey Pub, 

3420 W. Grace St. 773-
478-4408. 

HENRY JOHNSON’S 

ORGAN EXPRESS, 

DAVID “FATHEAD” 

NEWMAN

8 and 11 p.m. Cover 
varies. Jazz Showcase, 
806 S. Plymouth Ct. 
312-360-0234. 

HUM, THE LIFE AND 

TIMES, DIANOGAH

10 p.m. Sold out. 
Double Door, 1572 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. 773-
489-3160. 

JO JO MURRAY AND 

THE TOP FLITE, 

SYDNEY JO QUALLS

9 p.m. $30. New 

Checkerboard Lounge 
for Blues ‘n’ Jazz, 5201 S. 
Harper Ct. 773-684-1472. 

JUST INFINITE, 

DIRTY MF AND 

THE SMOKING 

SECTION

10 p.m. $10. Morseland, 
1218 W. Morse Ave. 773-
764-8900. 

LAWRENCE ARMS, 

THE METHADONES, 

THE ARRIVALS, THE 

COPYRIGHTS, OFF 

WITH THEIR HEADS

8 p.m. $25. Reggie’s 
Rock Club, 2109 S. State 
St. 312-949-0120. 

LOCAL H, SYBRIS, 

OFFICE, BIG SCIENCE

8 p.m. $35-$40. Bottom 
Lounge, 1375 
W. Lake St. 312-666-6775. 

MAGIC SLIM AND 

THE TEARDROPS, 

JOHN PRIMER

9:30 p.m. $25. Buddy 
Guy’s Legends, 754 S. 
Wabash Ave. 312-427-
0333. 

MR. BLOTTO, TULA

8 p.m. $25. The Kinetic 
Playground, 1113 W. 
Lawrence Ave. 773-769-
5483. 

TERISA GRIFFIN

8 p.m. $35. The 
Morse Theatre, 1328 
Morse Ave. 773-654-
5100. 

TIGHT PHANTOMZ, 

COUGARS

9 p.m. $10. Quenchers 
Saloon, 2401 N. Western 
Ave. 773-276-9730. 

UMPHREY’S MCGEE

8:30 p.m. $65-
$75. Auditorium 
Theatre, 50 E. Congress 
Pkwy. 312-559-1212.

JUSTICE (DJ SET), SO ME, 

PEANUT BUTTER WOLF, 

HEY CHAMP, HOME VIDEO, 

WILLY JOY, ZEBO, 

THE GLAMOUR, 

DARK WAVE DISCO DJS, 

SKYLER, BEARIES

Dance like you’ve never 
danced before.
7 p.m. $60; VIP ticket $200. 
Congress Theatre, 2135 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. 866-468-3401.

HOLY F***

Is what you’ll say when 
you can’t stop moving. 
With Aleks and the 
Drummer, Unique Chique.
10 p.m. $30. Subterranean, 
2011 W. North Ave. 
housecallent.com

JAY REATARD

Rocking you into ’09. 
With The Yolks, DJ Robert Q.
10 p.m. $25. Empty Bottle, 1035 
N. Western Ave. 773-276-3600. 

CHICAGO AFROBEAT 

PROJECT

Cost-effective chance to see 
locals groove.
9:30 p.m. $20. Reggie’s Music 
Joint, 2105 S. State St. 312-949-
0120.

THE SEA AND CAKE

Chicago vets play from new, 
“Car Alarm.” With Chandeliers.
10 p.m. $20-$40. Schubas, 
3159 N. Southport Ave. 773-
525-2508.

The Sea and Cake

NEW YEAR’S 
EVE CONCERTS:  
GET YOUR 
TICKETS NOW

Metromix’s top NYE shows
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LINCOLN�PARK

1720�N.�MARCEY�ST.

312.664.4394

DOWNERS�GROVE

2010�BUTTERFIELD�RD.

630.705.9463

HIGHLAND�PARK

1919�SKOKIE�VALLEY�HWY.

847.433.9463

SOUTH�LOOP

50�E.�ROOSEVELT�RD.

312.663.9463

www.samswine.com
Not�a�member�of�Sam’s�Rewards�Program?�
Join�today�at�any�Sam’s�location�or�at�samswine.com.
Not�responsible�for�typographical�errors�or�misprints.�All�sizes�are�750ml�unless�otherwise�noted.�

Prices�valid�through�December�31,�2008.�Advertised�prices�limited�to�quantity�on�hand.

Celebrating at Home?
Check out Sam’s 

New Years Eve Checklist!

IT’S ALL AT SAM’S!
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pop

By Miki Turner
FOR REDEYE

Tom Cruise knows a little something about 
risky business: With his latest film, “Valkyrie,” 
he’s taking a calculated risk.

The true-life tale of Nazi Colonel Claus von 
Stauffenberg’s plan to assassinate German 
leader Adolf Hitler during WWII has gener-
ated so much negative buzz that Cruise has 
been on every talk show to defend the film, 
which opens Christmas Day.

Cruise has been joking at the predicament. 
“Go kill Hitler on Christmas,” he said during 
a recent a recent press stop in New York.

“Valkyrie” is not only risky because of the 
sensitive subject matter. Cruise has been 
trying to rehabilitate his image, and playing 
a Nazi isn’t exactly the smartest way to do 
that.

During the news conference, the always 
affable Cruise conceded that he was aware 
“a few things had already been written about 
this film.”

“Just a couple,” he said with a laugh. 
Among the film’s bad buzz has been the 

repeatedly changed release date. Also, early 
ads showing the similar appearance of an 
eye-patched Cruise and von Stauffenberg 

were mocked online. At one point, German 
Defense Ministry officials said the produc-
tion couldn’t shoot at Berlin’s Benderblock 
memorial to the Nazi resistance because of 
Cruise’s beliefs in Scientology—which isn’t 
recognized as a religion in Germany. (The 
statements were quickly recanted and shoot-
ing went forward.)

“We’ve been going through it,” Cruise 
said. “There have been so many times [in my 
career] I’ve been through this and certainly 
the Internet has accelerated a lot of this kind 
of drama out there. So there’s a perception out 
there versus what we’re doing artistically.”

Cruise and director Bryan Singer have tried 
to get one important point across to audi-
ences.

“It’s not a holocaust movie,” Singer said at 
the news conference. “It’s a thriller.”

Cruise, calling the movie “incredibly 
suspenseful,” said von Stauffenberg’s story 
needed to be told.

“It’s important to know that it wasn’t every 
[German] who ... fell into that Nazi ideology,” 
Cruise said. “So, that to me was surprising. I 
grew up wanting to kill Nazis, kill Hitler. As 
a child you wonder why didn’t someone just 
shoot him.”

MISSION
IMPOSSIBLE

Tom Cruise takes on Hitler in ‘Valkyrie,’ but will audiences take him seriously?
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German soldiers 
disillusioned with 
Hitler’s agenda plan 
to kill him. Leading 
the charge is Colonel 
Claus von Stauffen-
berg (Tom Cruise), 
whose combat 
injuries result in 
him losing a hand, a 
few fingers and his 
left eye, over which 
he wears a patch. 
Bill Nighy, Kenneth 
Branagh and Tom 
Wilkinson co-star.

The verdict: Cruise’s 
complete non-
Germanness is so 
distracting that ... 
it would have been 
only slightly more ri-
diculous to cast him 
as Hitler. Bryan Singer’s direction solidifies 
the courage needed to disobey such an im-
posing government—an idea that prevents 
“Valkyrie” from becoming a complete joke. 

EVEN FASTER PAISED
These movies open Thursday:

THE CURIOUS CASE 
OF BENJAMIN BUTTON 
(PG-13)

“[Brad] Pitt’s performance never unpacks 

Benjamin’s unique struggles or highlights 

what’s so special about his life.”

THE WRESTLER (R)

“[‘The Wrestler’ has] a strong shot 

at becoming a sports movie classic.”

BEDTIME STORIES (PG)

“Young kids may be tickled by Adam 

Sandler’s phoned-in shtick and about 300 jokes 

involving Bugsy, a CGI guinea pig ... but most 

of ‘Bedtime Stories’ has its pigtails pulled in 

opposite directions.” 

MARLEY & ME (PG) 
“Awwwwwwww. Actually, no ... ‘Marley 

and Me’ is more of a pest than a charmer.”

THE READER (R) 

“The poorly structured movie, 

despite excellent performances, ... lacks detail.” 

READ MATT PAIS’ FULL REVIEWS 

AT METROMIX.COM

ALSO OUT THURSDAY

THE SPIRIT (PG-13)

“Every frame is a marvel of 

manufactured beauty.” 

BOB STRAUSS, L.A. DAILY NEWS 

THE WINNER: BRAD PITT

Cruise has been king of Hollywood practically since the day he started acting, but we’re 

more curious about Pitt, even if we have to see an elderly, CGI version of him in a diaper on 

Christmas Day.

Cruise, 46, still turns heads. In fact, his 

biceps almost look like a set of heads 

when flexed. He was named People’s 

Sexiest Man Alive in 1990. 

»»»»  HOT OR NOT?  ««««

Twice named People’s Sexiest Man 

Alive (’95 and ’00), Pitt, 45, isn’t the 

ripped stud he was in “Troy,” but he’s 

still at the top of Hollywood’s hottie 

list—mustache and all. 

fast
paised
MATT PAIS

mpais
@tribune.com

VALKYRIE 
(PG-13)

Cruise’s most recent run of negative 

backlash began when he jumped 

on Oprah Winfrey’s couch in 2005. 

Subsequent feuds with “Today” show 

host Matt Lauer and Brooke Shields 

only exacerbated the damage, as 

did the giggly video leaked to the 

Internet in which he zealously touts 

Scientology. 

»»»»  BAD PUBLICITY  ««««

Pitt took a hammering from 

“Team Aniston” when his marriage 

to Jennifer Aniston ended in 2005, 

mostly because rumors began in 

2004 that he was seeing “Mr. and 

Mrs. Smith” co-star Angelina Jolie. 

Jolie admitted as much this year to 

Vogue—and she’s taken most of the 

heat for it.

The extended family includes 

Connor and Isabella, his adopted 

children with ex-wife Nicole Kidman; 

current wife Katie Holmes, and 

their daughter Suri. Connor has 

a role in Will Smith’s new movie 

“Seven Pounds.” And if her appeal 

in magazines is any indication, Suri 

might have a famous future as well.

»»»»  FAMILY  ««««

Sung to the tune of 

“The Brady Bunch Theme: 

“Here’s the story / of our Bradjelina / 

who had six kids (and counting) they 

called their own. / 

There’s Maddox, Zahara, Pax / 

and Shiloh, plus / 

twins Knox and Vivienne. / 

The Jolie-Pitts ... the Jolie-Pitts ...”

He’s been making films 

for 27 years (beginning with “Taps” 

in 1981), and has been 

a mega star for 25. His list of hits 

is longer than he is tall 

(5-foot-7).

»»»»  REMEMBER WHEN?  ««««

Since his half-naked appearance in 

“Thelma & Louise,” Pitt has disrobed 

in “Fight Club” and “Troy.” Oh, and 

he’s made serious films (“Se7en,” 

“Babel”), comical capers (“Burn After 

Reading,” “Ocean’s” movies) and 

many others. We’ll remember the 

semi-nudity.

Tom Cruise and Brad Pitt have been competing at the box office since 

before they starred opposite each other in 1994’s “Interview with a 

Vampire.” Cruise’s eye patch aside, Hollywood’s titans stare each other 

down again on Christmas Day with their latest films—Cruise’s “Val-

kyrie” and Pitt’s “The Curious Case of Benjamin 

Button.” Sounds like a Faceoff of epic proportions. REDEYE

There were many failed attempts on Hitler’s 
life. The movie tells the story of Operation 
Valkyrie, launched by von Stauffenberg and 
some of his superiors. They plotted to place a 
briefcase containing a bomb near Hitler at a 
strategy meeting, thus bringing an end to the 
Nazi regime. The plot failed (Hitler eventu-
ally killed himself in April 1945) and about 
200 were executed for their involvement.

“It’s amazing to see someone under such 
tremendous pressure stand up for what he felt 
was right,” Cruise said of von Stauffenberg. 
“[It’s amazing] to have that kind of integrity 
in those circumstances.”

Cruise, of course, doesn’t hesitate to stand 
up for his beliefs too. Whether it be jumping 
on Oprah Winfrey’s couch to profess his love 
for wife Katie Holmes or arguing with Matt 
Lauer about Scientology, his reputation has 
suffered for it. 

“As I’ve said, I want an adventurous life,” 
Cruise said. “And yet I’ve gotten a little bit 
more adventure than I bargained for.”

With his recent visits with Winfrey and 
Lauer, Cruise’s rehabilitation with the pub-
lic is in the works. He recently received a 
Golden Globe nomination for his hilarious 
performance in “Tropic Thunder,” in which 
he plays a foul-mouthed studio head.

Cruise also helped reform the United 
Artists film studio as a boutique label for 
MGM. “Valkyrie”—reportedly made for 
$90 million, though Singer said $75 million is 
more accurate—is a considerable gamble for 
both UA and Cruise.

Early reviews for “Valkyrie” have been 
mixed. Variety said its commercial prospects 
are “so-so.” The Hollywood Reporter called 
it “a fine film” that “should enjoy modest suc-
cess, but if Cruise’s career is seen as momen-
tarily stalled, ‘Valkyrie’ is not the electric jolt 
he’s looking for as a jump-start.”

Most importantly, does Cruise think 
“Valkyrie” will be his big comeback?

“I don’t really see it that way ... My daughter 
[Suri] was born and I’ve been making films,” 
he said, explaining his interest, above all, in 
entertaining people and “telling stories.”

“So many times in my career, even early on, 
people have said, ‘Why are you doing that?’” 
Cruise said, referring to those who second-
guessed his decisions to star in some of his 
most acclaimed roles, including in “Born on 
the Fourth of July,” “Rain Man,” “Interview 
with a Vampire” and “even when I was going 
to do ‘Top Gun.’ ”

“I’ve always chosen things that I felt would 
be challenging,” he said, “but I always want 
to entertain an audience.” MIKI TURNER IS A REDEYE 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR. AP CONTRIBUTED.

CRUISE VS. PITT
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 HEROIN & PAIN PILL ADDICTION
 Same Day Dosing  •  Low Cost & Confidential

 • Compassionate Staff

 • All Public Transportation 

 at Front Door

 • FREE Vitamin Pack Daily

 • FREE Gourmet Coffee

 • FREE Phone Use (local & long distance)

 • FREE Week of Services on Your 

 Birthday

 FREE Seven Day Bus Pass for Joining When You Mention This Ad.

 SUNDANCE METHADONE TREATMENT CENTER
 4545 N BROADWAY, CHICAGO (773) 784-1111

 We’re Here to Help Not Judge

EXPERIENCE THE FUNNIEST
COMEDY-ADVENTURE OF THE SEASON!

“HYSTERICALLY
FUNNY!”
Bryan Erdy, 
INSIGHT CABLE

For Theatres and Showtimes: Check local listingsor Text BED with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)or visit Disney.com/BedtimeStoriesWHEN IN

FLORIDA VISITSORRY, NO PASSES

COMING TRUE
CHRISTMAS DAY
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poppuzzles

16 min.

TUESDAY’S SOLUTIONS

ACROSS 
 1 __ Alamos, NM
 4 Preminger or 
  Kruger
 9 Seiji’s stick
 14 Mined mineral
 15 Forward side
 16 Let live
 17 Santa __ winds
 18 DeLuise movie
 19 Condor’s digs
 20 Milkshake’s cousin
 22 Golfer Ernie
 24 Pioneer filmmaker 
  Browning
 25 Battleship to 
  remember
 26 “Love Songs” poet
 29 Origin
 31 Cuddled publicly
 32 Establish firmly
 34 Distress signal
 35 Aliens, briefly
 36 Duped
 38 Zany Caesar
 41 Derek and Diddley
 44 Pasta
 48 Attacks
 52 “Kojak” star Telly
 53 Long shoestring
 55 Consumes supper
 56 Each and every one
 57 Viscous liquid
 58 $10 gold coins
 60 Razz
 63 Dilfer or Lott
 65 SASE, for example
 66 Awards honcho
 67 From this time
 68 Retirement letters
 69 Be stealthy
 70 Margins
 71 Fixed

DOWN
 1 Fertile soil
 2 Beautify
 3 Leak remedies
 4 Infraction
 5 Used car, e.g.

 6 Little one
 7 Beginning
 8 Outer wraps
 9 Youth grp.
 10 Simian
 11 Clan pattern
 12 Baltimore batter
 13 Was without
 21 Wedding cake level
 23 Suckers
 27 Great Lakes canals
 28 Coifs

 29 Go right!
 30 FSU, UF or USF
 33 Scenery chewer
 37 German article
 38 Like useless shoes?
 39 Partly
 40 Opposite of: pref.
 41 Nocturnal flier
 42 OPEC product
 43 Thin board
 45 Rhythm
 46 Flies

 47 Tolled
 48 Diminishes
 49 Humorless
 50 Consolation
 51 Criticize harshly
 54 Missed the mark
 59 Jazz singing
 61 Body of water
 62 Mouse-spotter’s cry
 64 H.S. subject

Think you can beat John? 

E-mail redeyeeditor@tribune.

com or text “John” and your e-mail 

address to 32332.

txtable
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SUDOKU CHALLENGE 
WITH JOHN WILLIAMS
Listen to John Williams from 

5 to 9 a.m. on News/Talk 720 WGN.
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600 N. MICHIGAN (AMC)
600 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago
(312) 255-9340
Show times change daily

AMC Select - The best specialty films
Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 1:00,2:00,4:00,5:00,7:00,8:30,10:00
Yes Man√ (PG–13) 1:45,4:30,7:30,10:15
Earth Stood√ (PG–13) 2:40,5:30,7:10,8:15,9:40

Cadillac Rec√ AMC Select (R) 1:30,4:10,6:45,9:30
Four Chris√ (PG–13) 3:00,5:20,7:50,10:10
Bolt√ (PG) 2:10,4:40
Twilight√ (PG–13) 1:20,4:20,7:15,10:05
Quantum-Sol.√ (PG–13) 2:20,4:50,7:20,9:50

LANDMARK CENTURY CENTRE CINEMA (LANDMARK)
2828 North Clark St., Chicago
(773) 509-4949

Doubt√ (PG–13) 1:55,3:10,4:45,6:30,7:35
Milk√ (R) 1:30,2:40,4:30,6:20,7:30
Slumdog Mill√ (R) 1:45,3:00,4:40,6:15,7:45
Let the Right√ (R) 1:50,4:50,7:40

CITY NORTH 14 (KERASOTES)
2600 N. Western Ave.
(800) 326-3264 #1642

Tale of Desp√ (G) 12:30,1:30,3:00,4:00,5:30"

Yes Man√ (PG–13) 1:40,2:20,4:20,5:00"

Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 12:40,1:20,3:40,4:30"

Earth Stood√ (PG–13) 1:10,2:00,4:10,4:50"

Nothing Like√ (PG–13) 2:10,4:40"

Four Chris√ (PG–13) 1:00,3:30
Twilight√ (PG–13) 12:45,3:50
Bolt in 3D√ (PG) 12:50,3:20
Quantum-Sol.√ (PG–13) 12:20,2:50,5:20
Madagascar 2√ (PG) 12:10,2:40,5:10

DAVIS THEATRE (VALUE)
4614 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago
(773) 784-0893

Yes Man√ (PG–13) 12:45,3:00,5:20
Slumdog Mill√ (R) 12:20,2:45,5:10
Four Chris√ (PG–13) 12:15,2:15,4:15
Quantum-Sol.√ (PG–13) 1:00,3:15,5:30

FORD CITY 14 (AMC)
S. Cicero at 76th, Chicago
(773) 582-1839
Show times change daily

AMC Select - The best specialty films

Tale of Desp√ (G) 12:00,2:10,4:40,7:00

Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 12:15,1:30,3:10,4:20,6:10,7:00

Yes Man√ (PG–13) 12:05,1:20,2:20,4:00,5:00,6:40,7:25

Earth Stood√ (PG–13) 12:10,1:40,2:40,3:30,4:10,5:05,6:45,7:30

Nothing Like√AMC Select (PG–13) 1:00,1:50,4:30,6:05,7:10

Cadillac Rec√ AMC Select (R) 12:00,2:15,4:50,7:30

Four Chris√ (PG–13) 1:25,3:45,6:20

Transporter 3√ (PG–13) 1:45,7:15

Bolt√ (PG) 12:55,3:05,5:10,7:30

Twilight√ (PG–13) 1:35,4:15,7:05

Quantum-Sol.√ (PG–13) 4:25 P.M.

GENE SISKEL FILM CENTER
164 State Street
312-846-2800

No Films√ (NR)

LINCOLN VILLAGE THEATER
6341 N. McCormick at Devon Chicago
312-642-2403

Call theatre for show information

LOGAN THEATRE
2646 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago
(773) 252-0628

Call theatre for show information

MUSIC BOX
3733 N. Southport, Chicago
(773) 871-6604

White Christmas√ (NR) 1:00 P.M.

It's-Wonderful√ (NR) 4:00 P.M.

Were-World√ (NR) 1:30 P.M.

Christmas Tale√ (NR) 3:30 P.M.

PIPERS ALLEY (AMC)
1608 N. Wells, Chicago
(312) 642-7500
Show times change daily

AMC Select - The best specialty films

Ghajini√ (NR) 11:15,3:10,7:00

Rab Ne Bana√ (NR) 12:30,4:45,8:00

Happy-Go-Lucky√ AMC Select (R) 11:50,2:30,5:10,7:50

Rachel Getting√ AMC Select (R) 11:30,2:15,5:00,7:40

RIVER EAST 21 (AMC)
322 E. Illinois Street
847-765-7262
Show times change daily

Frost/Nixon√AMC Select (R) 10:35,11:35,1:35,2:35,4:35,5:35,7:35,8:35

Gran Torino√ AMC Select (R) 10:20,11:20,1:15,2:15,4:15,
5:15,7:20,8:20,10:15

Doubt√AMC Select (PG–13) 11:05,12:05,1:50,2:50,4:40,5:40,
7:30,8:30,10:05

Tale of Desp√ (G) 10:00,12:30,3:05,5:40,8:15

Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 10:00,11:00,1:15,2:15,4:30,5:30,7:15,8:45,10:10

Yes Man√ (PG–13) 10:10,11:10,1:00,2:00,4:00,5:00,6:30,7:30,9:15,10:15

Slumdog Mill√AMC Select (R) 10:10,11:10,2:10,4:10,5:10,7:10,8:10

Earth Stood√ (PG–13) 10:05,12:35,1:30,2:15,3:15,5:00,6:00,
7:40,8:40,10:00

Milk√ AMC Select (R) 10:05,1:05,4:05,7:05,10:05

Nothing Like√AMC Select (PG–13) 10:40,1:20,3:50,6:20,8:50

Cadillac Rec√ AMC Select (R) 11:15,2:05,4:50,7:50

Four Chris√ (PG–13) 11:25,1:50,4:20,6:50,9:20

Australia√ (PG–13) 10:35 A.M.

Bolt√ (PG) 10:15 A.M.

Bolt in 3D√ (PG) 11:15,1:40,4:25,7:00,9:30!

Quantum-Sol.√ (PG–13) 12:50,3:30,6:05,8:40

CROWN VILLAGE 18 (KERASOTES)
7000 Carperter Rd., Skokie
(800) 326-3264 #2309

Tale of Desp√ (G) 11:30,1:20,2:00,3:50,4:30"

Yes Man√ (PG–13) 11:50,12:40,1:10,1:50,2:30,3:40,4:10,4:40,5:10"

(continued)

CROWN VILLAGE 18 (KERASOTES)  (continued)

Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 12:20,1:00,3:30,4:20"

Earth Stood√ (PG–13) 11:40,1:30,2:10,4:00,4:50"

Nothing Like√ (PG–13) 1:40,4:15"

Cadillac Rec√ (R) 12:45,3:45

Four Chris√ (PG–13) 12:50,3:10,5:30

Twilight√ (PG–13) 12:30,3:20

Bolt in 3D√ (PG) 11:45,2:20,4:45

Slumdog Mill√ (R) 12:10,3:00

Madagascar 2√ (PG) 12:00,2:15,5:00

Role Models√ (R) 2:40,5:20

WEBSTER PLACE (KERASOTES)
1471 W. Webster Ave., Chicago
(800) 326-3264 #1641

Yes Man√ (PG–13) 12:10,1:30,2:40,4:15,5:10"

Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 12:30,1:00,3:30,4:00"

Australia√ (PG–13) 2:15

Four Chris√ (PG–13) 2:00,5:00

Twilight√ (PG–13) 12:50,3:40

Bolt√ (PG) 1:15,3:50

Quantum-Sol.√ (PG–13) 2:30,5:15

Role Models√ (R) 1:50,4:45

Vicky Cristina√ (PG–13) 1:40,4:30

SHOWPLACE 14 - GALEWOOD CROSSINGS (KERASOTES)
E. Side of Central Ave., just S. of Grand Ave.
(800) 326-3264 #1646

Tale of Desp√ (G) 2:10,4:40

Yes Man√ (PG–13) 1:00,1:30,2:00,3:40,4:15,4:50

Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 12:50,1:40,4:00,4:30

Earth Stood√ (PG–13) 12:45,2:30,3:30,5:15

Nothing Like√ (PG–13) 1:45,4:20

Cadillac Rec√ (R) 1:50,4:45

Four Chris√ (PG–13) 2:40,5:00

Twilight√ (PG–13) 1:20,4:10

Bolt√ (PG) 1:10,3:50

Madagascar 2√ (PG) 12:40,3:20

CICERO SHOWPLACE 14 (KERASOTES)
4779 W. Cermak
(800) 326-3264 #1644

Tale of Desp√ (G) 12:40,2:10,3:20,4:40"

Yes Man√ (PG–13) 1:00,1:30,2:00,3:40,4:15,4:45"

Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 12:50,1:40,4:00,4:30"

Earth Stood√ (PG–13) 12:45,2:30,3:30,5:15"

Nothing Like√ (PG–13) 1:50,4:20"

Four Chris√ (PG–13) 2:40,5:00
Twilight√ (PG–13) 1:20,4:10
Bolt√ (PG) 1:10,3:50
Madagascar 2√ (PG) 2:20,4:50

OAK PARK

LAKE CINEMAS (CLASSIC)
1022 Lake Street
630-444-FILM #560
Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 11:30,2:10,4:50,7:30
Yes Man√ (PG–13) 12:05,2:25,4:45,7:05
Slumdog Mill√ (R) 11:15,1:50,4:25,7:00
Earth Stood√ (PG–13) 12:25,2:45,5:05,7:25
Milk√ (R) 1:25,4:10,7:15
Four Chris√ (PG–13) 1:00,3:05,5:10,7:15
Bolt in 3D√ (PG) 12:00,2:15,4:30,6:45

EVANSTON

CENTURY 12/CINEARTS 6 (CENTURY)
1715 MAPLE AVE.

(847)492-0123
Doubt√ (PG–13) 12:00,1:20,2:35,3:55,5:10,6:30,7:45,9:05,10:20"

Seven Pounds√ (PG–13) 12:15,1:40,3:10,4:30,6:05,7:30,9:00,10:25"

Tale of Desp√ (G) 11:45,2:15,4:35,7:00,9:25"

Yes Man√ (PG–13) 11:40,1:10,2:15,3:45,4:55,6:20,7:25,8:55,10:00"

Australia√ (PG–13) 11:50,3:25,7:00
Bolt√ (PG) 11:35,2:05,4:40
Cadillac Rec√ (R) 11:30,2:10,4:45,7:35,10:10
Four Chris√ (PG–13) 11:55,2:10,4:40,7:10,9:40
Milk√ (R) 11:50,2:55,5:55,7:10,8:50,10:05
Nothing Like√ (PG–13) 11:30,1:55,4:25,6:55,9:30"

Quantum-Sol.√ (PG–13) 1:20,4:00,6:40,9:20
Slumdog Mill√ (R) 11:35,1:05,2:25,4:05,5:30,7:05,8:30,10:05
Earth Stood√ (PG–13) 11:40,12:25,2:20,3:00,4:45,5:35,7:20,8:10,9:55"
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GREETINGS
FROM THE CELEB WORLD

It’s that time of year. 
The holiday cards from friends and family have piled up on your kitchen table. 

There’s the one from aunt Gertrude out in Iowa, a handful from your relatives in 
Detroit and even one from that dude you knew in college and haven’t spoke to in, like, 
forever. Who knew so many people had your address?

Wouldn’t it be nice to get some interesting cards for a change—ones with a little 
oomph to them? RedEye thinks so—and that’s why we’ve cooked up a few cards from 
the celebriverse. These are the season’s greetings we’d like to see in our mailbox. 

You haven’t seen “Four Christmases” 

yet? What the heck is wrong with you?! 

It’s the feel-good comedy of the year! 

Happy Holidays

Where the Red Bull at? Sam, have you 

seen my Red Bull? Why am I writing 

this on a Christmas card? Sam?
Xoxo,

Lindsay Lohan and Samantha Ronson

Season’s Greetings

Thanks for making my program a 

must-watch on basic cable. If you know 

any funny jokes about Obama that 

won’t anger people, send ’em along!

Love, 

Jon Stewart

Happy 

Hanukkah

Merry 
Christmas
Here’s to you and yours: May you 

always keep it “Fresh” in the new year!

One love,
Will Smith and 
family

NoelWhat up, holiday peeps! 

What’s new with you? 

I’d tell you about how 

life is going with me and 

Ashlee, but unless you’ve 

been under a rock you 

pretty much already 

know all about it. Gotta 

run —time to update the 

ol’ blog!

Emotionally yours,

Pete Wentz and Ashlee 

Simpson-Wentz

Hugs and kisses,

Vince 

“Candyman” 

Vaughn and 

Reese “Wreath” 

Witherspoon

whoville BY 

JIM 

WALSH
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Shooting stars
The last Golden Globes was merely a news 

conference without any celebs. This year, the 

awards ceremony is loading up on the star power. 

Glenn Close, Ricky Gervais and Jake Gyllenhaal 

have been added to the list of presenters at the 

ceremony, which will be broadcast live on Jan. 

11 on NBC, the AP reports. They’ll join previously 

announced presenters Salma Hayek, Drew 

Barrymore, Sacha Baron Cohen, Jennifer Lopez, 

Amy Poehler, Simon Baker and Seth Rogen.

Bryant Coleman

Celebrity twin
Do you look like a celebrity? Show us! Send 

your picture along with the name of the celeb 

who shares your style to dlhernandez@

tribune.com. For Wednesday, we have Kris 

Bryant. Think he’s a ringer for Gary Coleman? 

Text “coleman” and the number of your 

opinion to 47383. You’ll get results instantly.

1. Dead on       2. Way off

txtable

GET US ON YOUR PHONE
Get your celeb fix anytime you want it. Go to 

redeyechicago.com on your mobile phone.

Sentence in slaying
A man convicted of killing a friend and 

assistant of rapper T.I. has been sentenced 

to 66 years, AP reports. Hosea Thomas 

was convicted last month of murder, 

felonious assault and illegally having 

a gun after a felony conviction in the 

shooting that killed Philant Johnson in 

May 2006. The rap star took the stand 

during the trial and said he believed the 

shots were meant for him.

The Beckinsale bunch
Kate Beckinsale 

has two men in 

her life. Beckinsale, 

who is married 

to director Len 

Wiseman, shares 

parenting duties 

of 10-year-old Lily 

with ex Michael 

Sheen, and “it all 

works out,” the 

actress tells Self 

magazine. “Michael had a huge beard 

recently, and I decided it would be fun if 

Lily got to shave it off,” says Beckinsale. 

“So we got Len’s clippers and shaved 

Michael. I’m sure that’s why Lily doesn’t 

feel like she has split parents.” 

CSI: Hilton
Who took the $2 million in jewels and 

other items from Paris Hilton’s home? 

The celebutante says she may know 

the identity of the hooded bandit who 

burgled her Sherman Oaks, Calif., home 

last week, E! News reported. “I think 

whoever did this definitely has been there 

before. We have some suspects that I’m 

thinking of,” she said, according to E! 

Lawsuit drama
Mary J. Blige and Jay-Z are targeted in 

a federal suit by two New Jersey men, 

according to E! News. Jermaine Jumpp 

and Michael Adams are accusing Blige’s 

producer, Rodney “Darkchild” Jerkins, 

of pilfering the beat from their “On My 

Grind” for Blige’s “Enough Cryin’.” The duo 

say they submitted a CD containing their 

song to Jerkins in 2001 and were shocked 

when “Enough Cryin’ ” dropped in 2005. 

Jay-Z got a co-writing credit.

Beckinsale
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red hot
txtable

THE VELVET ROPE

Over ‘The Hills’?
For those keeping score at home, Heidi and 

Spencer are not married and MTV has not 

yet greenlighted another season of “The 

Hills,” despite what some cast members 

have said, the L.A. Times reports.

According to MTV, 3.8 million viewers 

tuned Monday night to watch as Heidi and 

Lauren made peace and Spencer pulled 

the plug on his courtroom vows with Heidi 

during the finale. 

Worried about drama withdrawal? 

Spinoff “The City,” which follows Whitney 

Port, starts Monday.

Hanky 
panky
ScarJo may pull 

down millions for 

her movie roles, 

but how much 

does tissue used 

by the star bank? 

Try $5,300.

Bidding on the 

tissue, which the actress used during a 

recent appearance on “The Tonight Show 

With Jay Leno” started at 99 cents on eBay 

and closed Tuesday night, the L.A. Times 

reports. The money benefits USA Harvest. 

According to eBay, 83 people placed bids.

J-Hud’s 
stage 
return?
Jennifer Hudson 

is set to perform 

Feb. 6 at the 2009 

MusiCares Person 

of the Year concert 

in L.A., according 

to a MusiCares 

news release. The performance could 

be the Oscar-winning “Dreamgirls” star’s 

first public appearance since her mother, 

brother and nephew were murdered in 

Chicago in late October.

THE DIGIT

$75/hour
That’s the raise Britney Spears’ father, Jamie 

Spears, received to oversee his daughter’s 

business affairs, thanks to a L.A. Superior 

Court ruling, people.com reports. He is 

now receiving $16,000 a month for his 

efforts—a $6,000-a-month raise.

Johansson

Hudson

Fey or nay?
What do you think? Is Tina Fey 

worthy of the title of entertainer 

of the year? Text “fey” and 

the number of your answer to 

47383. You’ll get the poll results 

instantly.

1. You betcha—she made 

 me watch “Saturday Night   

 Live” again.

2. No, there were other people 

 more entertaining this year.

Tina Fey is getting all mavericky again! 

The comedy queen who so hilariously 

played Republican vice presidential 

candidate and Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin 

as a winking, mugging ditz this fall in 

“Saturday Night Live” skits was se-

lected Tuesday as The Associated 

Press Entertainer of the Year.

Fey also earned props from 

AP as the mastermind behind 

Emmy-winning TV series 

“30 Rock” and for her 

big-screen starring role in 

“Baby Mama.” She beat 

out “Iron Man” star Robert 

Downey Jr. and the late Heath 

Ledger, who played the Joker in “The Dark 

Knight,” for the honor.

COMING FRIDAY:
RedEye announces its annual Pop Person of the 

Year. Will it be Tina Fey? Will it be the skinny dude 

who memorized all the dance moves to Beyonce’s 

“Single Ladies” video? You’ll have to pick us up 

Friday to find out.

Fey
GETTY IMAGES FILE

FEY-
TASTIC!
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BROADWAY’S SURPRISE
HIT MUSICAL

BEGINS JANUARY 16 • (312)902-1400
Drury Lane Theatre Water Tower Place

Groups (20+) call (312)977-1710 • .com • 

“RIOTOUS!
 90 MINUTES OF BELLY LAUGHS!”

— Liz Smith
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